
We have 


Stronger links between our 
faith and our work, more 
opportunities for the 
development of personal 
spirituality through retreats 
and schools of prayer, regu- 
lar teaching on Christian 
giving, and more solidarity 
with those in need through 


Lent Course produced by 
Christian Aid and Cafod. In 
1993 there will be a special 
emphasis on children and 
young people, and Bishop 
Richard will lead a large 
pilgrimage to Taize; while 
in 1994 there will be a 
series of major events in 


‘We can’t stand still. 
We are either going 
forward or slipping back’ 


parish links — all are among 
the recommendations in a 
new draft statement of prior- 
ities and targets for the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

The statement is called 
Vision and Priorities for the 
Diocese of Oxford in the 
Decade of Evangelism. Cop- 
ies have been sent out to all 
parishes in the Diocese, and 
the Bishop of Oxford and 
the three Area Bishops are 
now inviting comments on 
them. 

Helping people come to 
faith is also an essential task 
of the Church, the statement 
says. This requires not only 
sensitivity to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading, but also the 
setting of targets for growth 
within each parish. “Making 
a target can focus the mind 
more sharply than simply 
hoping in a vague kind of 
way that the nation is going 
to be converted overnight,” 
it continues. 

The statement ends with 
a list of some of the impor- 
tant Diocesan happenings in 
the years ahead, starting 
with this year’s National 


connection with the Decade 
of Evangelism. * 

In his presidential address 
at the November Diocesan 
Synod, the Bishop of Oxford 
said that it had become 
clear that if the vision and 
strategy plan was to engage 
the hearts and minds of 
everyone in the Diocese, 
then as many people as 
possible would have to be 
drawn into the process of 
producing it. It had, there- 
fore, been decided to incor- 
porate the priorities into the 
official “Articles of Enquiry” 
sent to clergy and church- 
wardens as part of this 
year’s Episcopal Visitation 
by Areas. 

Parishes will be asked to 
consider how far they are 
able to make each target 
and priority in the vision 
statement their own, and to 
set particular goals for them- 
selves. The Bishops will in 
turn have an opportunity to 
respond to the answers on 
their formal visit to each 
deanery in the Diocese. 


a vision! 


There will be another op- 
portunity to reflect on the 
priorities at the Diocesan 
clergy conference at 
Swan wick in May, which 
this year has the theme of 
‘Re-imagining the parish’. 

Once the responses from 
the parishes, the Swanwick 
conference and the Diocesan 
boards and councils are 
available, there will be a 
major debate of a revised 
vision statement at the Di- 
ocesan Synod on June 27 
this year. 

Commenting on the 
project at the Diocesan 
Synod, the Bishop of Oxford 


said: “It is above all an 
attempt, in the light of the 
challenging situation the 
church in this country now 
faces, to discern where we 
should put our energy and 
efforts. Or rather, it is an 
attempt to discern where 
God wants us to put our 
energy and efforts. We can- 
not stand still. We are either 
going forward or slipping 
back.” 

There will be a list of the 
dates of the Bishops’ Visita- 
tions in the March DOOR. 
We also hope to include the 
full text of Vision and Prior- 
ities later in the year when 
it is finalised. 


A Collect for the Diocese 

God our Father 

We thank you that in your providence 
You established the Diocese of Oxford 
For the furtherance of your kingdom 
here on earth , 

And that within its bounds , 

In every generation , 

You have called people to love and serve you 
In your Church; YEARS 

Continue this your gracious work of salvation t^2~IQQ2 
among us in our day ™ 

And bring us all to your eternal kingdom; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit , 

Ever one God , world without end. Amen 

This Collect, to commemorate the establishment of the Diocese of 
Oxford 450 years ago, was written by Michael Watts, Rector of Ufton 
Nervet, Reading. It is recommended that the Collect is said in churches 
on the following days: March 13 — opening of Christ the Cornerstone 
Church, Milton Keynes; May 26 — St Augustine of Canterbury; May 28 
— Ascension Day and 5th anniversary of Bishop Richard’s consecration; 
October 19 — St Fridewides, patron of this Diocese; November 17 — St 
Hugh of Lincoln from whose diocese ours was formed; December 5 — 
St Birinus, first Bishop of Dorchester. 




Pat’s as keen as mustard! 


The Revd Pat Thomas 
(pictured left) has a vision 
for her Mustard Seed Church 
in Slough and a traditional 
church building and formal 
services are not part of it. 
Where she leads do we dare 
to follow? Turn to page 19 
and read the remarkable 
story of the Mustard seed’s 
rapid growth . 

There is cause for rejoicing 
too in other parts of our 
Diocese. On page 8 David 
Winter writes about some of 
the imaginative events you 
have organised in the first 
year of the Decade of Evan- 
gelism. And if you need to 
brush up on your faith you 
will find some books to help 
you on page 17. Then there 
is the Diocesan Budget for 
your consideration (page 10) 
and we hope your comments 

All this and more inside 
THE DOOR . . . 


‘House full’ notices made it 
a Christmas for Jesus 


Church attendance was up by an 
average of 17 per cent over the 
Christmas period. Some parishes even 
reported a rise of 25 per cent. In fact 
some churches now face a new 
problem of overcrowding. “We will 
have to revise our Christmas program- 
me if we are going to get such large 
numbers; overall attendance was enor- 
mous, 220 at the crib service and 145 
at midnight, when we can only seat 
125,” said one parish priest. 

The figures are based on a survey 
of 200 parishes by Richard Thomas, 
the Diocesan Communications Offi- 
cer. One possible reason for the 
dramatic increase could be the Di- 
ocesan advertising campaign which he 
organised/ Professionally-produced 
posters with the slogan “Wrap Up 
the Kids and bring them to Church, 
were distributed throughout the Dio- 
cese using The DOOR’s distribution 
network. 

“While there can be little doubt 
that the numbers of people attending 
church this Christmas increased quite 
dramatically over 1990, I am cautions 


about attributing this rise to the 
advertising campaign although there 
is no doubt that it helped,” he said. 
“The brief we gave to the advertising 
agency was to reach families with 
young children, and they achieved 
this. More than a few clergy have 
told us of families who came to 
church specifically because of it. 

“But the increase needs to be set 
in the context of growing church 
attendance across the country, the 
effect of the Decade of Evangelism, 
and the work of countless clergy and 
laypeople,” said Richard Thomas. 

Tne response to the survey was 
high, and questionnaires are still 
being returned. Clergy were asked 
not only for church attendance figures 
but also to comment on the advertising 
campaign itself. It was clear that their 
reactions to it were extreme — they 
either loved it or hated it! The vast 
majority welcomed its practical appli- 
cation, loved the cheerful message 
and admired the professional presen- 
tation. A minority disliked it very 
much including one priest who wrote: 


“For God’s sake abandon this pathetic 
idea.” 

Another criticism was that the 
campaign failed to include the single, 
the homeless or any other group. “I 
can only respond by saying that it 
was our brief, rather than the adver- 
tising that was responsible. We have 
a great deal to learn, and we welcome 
the feedback that so many clergy 
have taken the trouble to give,” 
Richard Thomas said. 

The campaign was widely reported 
in both national and local newspapers 
and on television. The Bucks Free 
Press based a complete editorial on it 
and the Church of England Newspaper 
covered their entire back page with 
it. But the most distinguished compli- 
ment came from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury who praised it in his 
Christmas message , though he added: 
“The best advert of all is people 
living their Christianity.” 

Copies of the survey will be available 
in February (£1) from the Communi- 
cations Department , Church House , 
North Hinksey, Oxford. 



Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 

onevillag^2 

The World Slop ^ 


Y 




2 The Door, February 1992 



ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

AH types of dock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivers' available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on \140) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HP18 9HY 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
• SIZES 

WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO GLUTEN 
FREE and SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 
Price lists and details on request from 


] umonl 


F A. DUMONT LTD., High Street. Lvminge 
Folkestone. Kent CT18 8ELTfel:(0303) 863 193 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar. Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 


ROBERT 

BROOKES 

A RELIABLE SERVICE 
FOR ALL KINDS OF 


FLOOR COVERINGS 

Carpets, vinyls, etc. 

Home selection service available 
Domestic and contract work undertaken 
Supply and fit service 

A PROFESSIONAL JOB WITH 
UNBEATABLE PRICE 
For quality and reliability call 

WANTAGE (02357) 58108 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


OPPORTUNITIES 
-for- 


EVANGELISM 
with 


CHURCH ARMY 

The Church Army officer meets with people where it matters - 
right where they are. Full training for a variety of service is 
provided for selected Candidates, an upper age limit of 40 years 
applies and applicants must be committed Anglicans. 

Find out what Church Army is doing. 

For further details complete the coupon and 
return to Julie Wallace. 

Church Army, 

Independents Road, 

Blackheath, London SE3 9 LG. \ 
Tel: 081-318 1226. 
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A Registered Charity 


Making Him accessible 


i 


Cor ad cor loquitur 
(Heart speaks to heart) 
was the motto that John 


Henry Newman chose for his 
coat of arms as cardinal. It 
speaks of the power of person- 
al influence. The people who 
have most influenced my life 
have possessed the special qual- 
ity and attractiveness of per- 
sonal goodness. Quite often 
they have been people who 
struggled, suffered, and who 
did not always find life and 
faith easy. And yet from them 
I ‘caught’ God. I glimpsed His 
joyful Spirit of Love in their = 
lives, and could not forget what | 
I had experienced. £ 


(fod 



inthedfe of... 

Yvonne Fife 


These companions and guides 
on life’s journey have been from 
different denominations, and I 
now find it difficult to imagine 
my life without an ecumenical 
dimension to it. It is therefore a 
great joy to be Development 
Officer for the Benedict Biscop 
Project, which is a department 
of Wearside Churches Togeth- 
er. 

My first conscious awareness 
of God came through a tradi- 
tional Roman Catholic home 
and parish school. The church 
was at the end of our school- 
yard, and life felt safe, secure 
and comforting. God was part 
of that secure, caring environ- 
ment, and voluntary daily Mass 
and Communion before school 
was all part of everyday life. 

Teenage questions 

My teenage years brought 
questioning, as realisation 
dawned that religion did not 
always seem to have safe, com- 
forting or even convincing an- 
swers to the hard things of life; 
or at times even seem to say 
anything relevant to the experi- 
ences of the man or woman in 
the secular world. At that time 
God seemed to be a God of 
rules and prescriptions to be 
obeyed, who cared but who was 
detached from the secular side 
of people’s lives. 

At the age of 1 8 1 felt called to 


test my vocation to the religious 
life, and for four years (until the 
death of my father) I was a mem- 
ber of a Roman Catholic com- 
munity. It was a time of learning 
about God, myself and others. 
One particular joy of my noviti- 
ate studies was to be able to 
study the Old Testament for the 
first time — the Jerusalem Bible 
had just been published, and my 
parents bought me a copy for my 
21st birthday. As a pre-Vatican 
II Roman Catholic, I had only 
been allowed to read and study 
the New Testament. At our con- 
vent high school I had always 
envied the Protestant girls who 
had a separate Religious Educa- 
tion lesson and were allowed to 
study the Old Testament. And 
there I was, suddenly able to 
read and explore the history of 
God’s dealings with His people. 
I well remember the joy of first 
discovering the story of the call 
of Abraham. Here was someone 
experiencing the same challenge 
and call from God as we were in 
the 20th century, being asked to 
take risks and to trust on a jour- 
ney of faith. 

The spirituality and prayers of 
the Celtic Church appeal to me 
because the holistic approach 
finds a home and strikes chords 
within my spirit. In my convent 
days I was always more com- 
fortable praying and meditating 
outdoors. I could nevercope with 


an Ignatian style step-by-step 
meditation, shut up in a chapel 
with rows of others all trying to 
do the same. 1 needed space to be 
in touch with Creation. I have 
always found it difficult to ‘pray 
on demand’ in a set place at a set 
time without any variation. Yet I 
do feel the need to make space 
for prayer in my life, and find it 
a necessity. 

The Celtic saints of Northum- 
bria — eg Cuthbert and Aidan 
— hold a fascination for me. 
They went out from their mon- 
asteries to journey among the 
people of the areas, humbly and 
often on foot. They were loved 
by the people, and managed to 
find a way of communicating 
the Gospel message and making 
it accessible, both by their lives 
and their word, to both the peo- 
ple and the rulers. 

A God who is accessible to all 
people is something I feel pas- 
sionately about. Two themes are 
very important to me. Creation 
and Incarnation. If the Incarna- 
tion meant God truly entering 
into our world with all its human 
aspects, then he came to meet us 
where we are, as we are. It sad- 
dens me that too often the Church 
does not seem able to bridge the 
gap and allow all people to meet 
with God and His word, but, 
rather, requires of some that they 
become ‘something other’ and 
adapt a less secular persona in 
order to ‘fit in’, and to communi- 
cate with God. The two King- 
doms of sacred and secular seem 
destined never to meet. I believe 
that God is the God of the whole 
of Creation, and that no such 
barriers or divisions exist in His 
eyes. . 

Many of the people with whom 


I live and work have been ren- 
dered powerless by outside forc- 
es. Unemployment, inadequate 
housing , decisions made by the 
powerful over the heads of the 
local community have all erod- 
ed their ability ‘to be, creative- 
ly’. I have heard myself asking: 
“What is God’s word for these 
people in these situations, and 
how will they hear it?” 

My life experiences slowly 
drew me to a point where I felt 
called to a lay ministry in the gap 
between the Church and the sec- 
ular world. The Jesuit Dan Ber- 
rigan calls it “living a life plant- 
ed where human life is in the 
breach, standing, living, exist- 
ing in the Gap”. As development 
Officer of the Benedict Biscop 
Project I work as acommissioned 
lay worker for Churches T ogeth- 
er on Wearside. My role is to be 
a bridge-builder between the 
powerless and the powerful, a 
Christian educator, enabling peo- 
ple to tell their story and in doing 
so affirming their dignity and 
worth. I work on informal edu- 
cational processes whereby peo- 
ple may learn to take control 
over their own destiny, to learn 
without having to become edu- 
cated first. We use the medium 
of story in the way that Jesus 
used story in his parables, and 
aim to build situations where 
faith, life and community links 
may be reflected and built upon. 

Academe beckons 

Standing ‘in the gap’ is not 
always easy, and I have at times 
experienced the desire to flee 
back to ivory towers and pursue 
doctoral research in anthropolo- 
gy. But the call to stay in the gap 
is always stronger. Perhaps, in 
the process, I too am being 
freed and liberated — but in 
new and unexpected ways. 

Yvonne Fife was born in New- 
castle upon Tyne. After four 
years in a Roman Catholic reli- 
gious community, she returned 
home on the death of her father 
and spent 15 years with the Dun- 
lop company. From 1985-1987 
she studied for her University 
Diploma in Social Administra- 
tion at Plater College in Oxford, 
and also completed a Diploma 
Course in Pastoral Ministry. 
Returning to the North East, she 
read for a BA Honours Degree 
in anthropology at Durham Uni- 
versity. On graduation, she took 
up the post of Development Of- 
ficer with the Benedict Biscop 
Project, funded by the Oxford 
Diocese through the Church Ur- 
ban Fund. 
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Grand Opera £8,995. 00 


viscount 

FOR 

Classically voiced Organs for 
church and home . 

Using the unique technology of Sampled Sound we can bring 
the sound of traditional pipe organ music to your church — 
large or small. And, with the aid of Midi, ‘expand’ the 
instrument to play the sound of almost any musical 
instrument, e.g. guitar, string. 

Please write to, or visit our showroom in Watford, 
5 Caxton Way, WD1 8UA. Tel: 0923 247437. 

Answerphone 071-370 3431 for brochures etc and demonstration 



Cantorium 11 £525.00 


LUXURY WEDDING 
HIRE 

LE MANS 
BLUE 

ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other 
functions. 

Competetive rates. 



REFLECTIONS 

Mobile Discotheque 

Extensive use of quality equipment using 
the latest technology. All venues and func- 
tions catered for. Best prices with large 
selection of music from the 60s-90s. 
Contact : Mark Holmes 


443 Banbury Road, Oxford. Telephone: Oxford 52073 


CENACLE 

GRAYSHOTT 

1 lth-20th FEBRUARY 

Time for 
Individually 
Directed Retreats 

6th-8th MARCH 

Exploring My 
Inner World 

(PRAYING THROUGH 
CREATIVITY) 

Sr Sue Cash, R.C. 

Bookings and enquiries to: 

Retreat Secretary 
THE CENACLE 
Headley Road, Grayshott 
Hindhead, Surrey 
GU26 6DN 
Tel. 0428-604412 
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The appointment of Lord 
Judd of Portsea, a former 
director of Oxfam and a 
one-time Labour MP as the 
new chairman of the Dio- 
cese’s Board of Social Re- 
sponsibility (BSR) is just 
one of a number of impor- 
tant changes in key posts in 
the Oxford Diocese. 

Lord Judd will oversee 
work on a wide range of 
issues, including the Dio- 
cese’s response to housing 
and. homelessness, AIDS, 
marriage and family life, 
race, and world concerns. 
He passionately believes that 
Christians must be involved 
with society. 

Canons all-change 

The invitation to return 
to his native Wales as the 
next Bishop of Monmouth 
clearly delighted Canon 
Rowan Williams, Lady Mar- 
garet Professor of Divinity 
at Oxford and Canon of 
Christ Church Cathedral 
“I’m touched that they want 
me home,” he said. The 
appointment is bound to be 
popular in Wales because 
Canon Williams is a Welsh 
speaker. A skilled linguist, 
he also speaks Russian and 
as a member of the Angli- 
can/Orthodox Commission, 
runs a scheme to bring 
Eastern European theologi- 
cal students to Oxford for a 
year. 

As Canon Williams de- 
parts, Canon Bryan Pettifer 
arrives. Currently a Residen- 
tiary Canon of St Albans, 
he will be the new Principal 
of the Oxford Area Christian 
Training Scheme. 

“When St Alban’s Diocese 
loses the innovative leader 
of its Ministerial Training 
Scheme (laity and clergy 
learning together) to Oxford 
next month, our Diocese 
will be gaining someone 
whose experience of life 
and education have bred in 
him the conviction that it’s 
no use trying to take people 
from where they aren’t to 
where they don’t want to 
be,” says Canon Vincent 
Strudwick of the Diocesan 
Institute. 

Canon Pettifer’s wide 
experience of parochial life, 
chaplaincies and education 
in the Church will be at the 


disposal of the people and 
parishes of rural Oxford- 
shire, beginning with his 
licensing at Witney on Thurs- 
day March 5 at 7.30pm. He 
and his family will live at St 
Frideswide’s Vicarage in Ox- 
ford. But he is determined 
to get out and about in the 
Diocese to find out what 
people need from the oppor- 
tunities provided by the 
Christian Training Scheme. 

Ecumenical welcome 

If you would like to come 
to his launch' please write 
to the Revd Roland 
Meredith, The Rectory, 13 
Station Lane, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6BH. 

The Bucks Ecumenical 
Council has welcomed Mr 
John Kilburn, who was 
General Secretary of Toe H 
until he took early retire- 
ment in December 1990. As 
ecumenical officer in suc- 
cession to Lady Anne Kerr, 
he is particularly keen to 
co-ordinate the social re- 
sponsibility work of churches 
in Bucks and to make sure 
that people from ethnic 
backgrounds are welcomed 
into worship. 


Field work 

The Church Urban Fund 
will benefit from the spon- 
sorship of a hockey match 
to be played by a team of 
bishops, including our own 
Bishop of Oxford, against a 
team from the Mothers’ 
Union, headed by the Cen- 
tral President, Mrs Pat Har- 
ris. 

The match is in Dean’s 
Yard, Westminster on Wed- 
nesday, February 19 during 
the lunch hour of General 
Synod. Play will be a modest 
ten minutes each way and 
spectators will be very 
welcome. Bishop Richard 
will be the only player from 
the Oxford Diocese, and 
sponsorship is urgently 
sought for him. Forms a) 
for him playing at all or b) 
for each minute that he 
remains upright on the field 
(!) can be obtained from 
Mrs Barbara McGregor, 
Haywards Farmhouse, Sut- 
ton Wick, Abingdon 0X14 
4HH. Tel: 0235 531299. 
Please send an SAE. 


‘Boycott’ call on 
Sunday trading 


Church leaders in the Oxford 
Diocese have been in the 
forefront of the protests 
against illegal Sunday open- 
ing by some stores. The 
Bishop of Oxford called for 
a “mammoth consumer pro- 
test” through a boycott of 
those shops which break the 
law. Speaking on BBC Radio 
Oxford he said: “These firms 
seem to think they can 
break the law with impunity. 

Some poor old woman goes 
into a shop and steals a pair 
of stockings and the police 
are on to her in a jiffy.” 
His comments were widely 
reported both on national 


television and in the press. 

The Bishop of Reading 
agreed with the idea of a 
boycott and added: “The 
powerful interests represent- 
ed by these major stores 
have steamrollered their way 
through the present legisla- 
tion. This is a dangerous 
position to get in to.” 

The Diocesan spokesman 
for social matters, Geoffrey 
Brand, said that it was clear 
that the law needed reform, 
but breaking the law was 
not the right way to bring 
about change. “It is unfortu- 
nate that large companies 
are jumping the gun in this 


way when the subject is 
currently under investiga- 
tion. We suspect that it has 
more to do with increasing 
their own profits at the 
expense of law abiding firms, 
than with the interests of 
their customers and staff,” 
he said. 

Early in December, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr George Carey, and other 
Church leaders sent a letter 
to Prime Minister, John Ma- 
jor saying that tolerating 
this flouting of the law 
would undermine “the insti- 
tution of a nationally observ- 
ed day.” 



The opening of the Radio Cracker station at Didcot on 
November 30 went off with a bang. Guests included the 
mayors of Didcot and Wallingford, the Chairman of South 
Oxfordshire District, Tom Hunter, head of Fox FM, as 
well as some of the young volunteers were to run it for the 
next three weeks, taking sponsored record requests. The 
Cracker team, some as young as 12, were not only 
making people aware of third world issues but also raising 
money for the street children of Brazil. A highlight was an 
interview with the Bishop of Oxford, who spoke about his 
recent visit to Brazil. The organiser of Didcot Cracker 
station was Mark Rudall (pictured left), news editor for the 
Baptist Times. There were other stations in Milton Keynes, 
Amersham, Woodley, Aylesbury as well as in other parts 
of the country. They were all part of the latest initiative 
from the Christmas Cracker Trust, organised by the Oasis 
Trust and Alpha magazine, and sponsored by Tear Fund 
which should raise around £500,000 to help the Brazilian 
children. 


Let’s celebrate! 

The Oxford Diocese cel- 
ebrates its 450th anniversary 
this year. Join in the cel- 
ebrations by decorating your 
letters, envelopes, year 
books, cars (and anything 
else you can think of) with 
a new sticker displaying the 
Diocesan Anniversary Logo. 
Sheets of stickers are avail- 
able, large (42 stickers) £1, 
small (20) 50p from the 
Communications Dept, Di- 
ocesan House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 OBN. 


IN MY VIEW 


by Nicholas Cranfield 


Queen to 
attend 
church 
opening 

The Queen will be the guest 
at a service of dedication 
and celebration to officially 
open Milton Keynes’ new 
ecumenical City Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone on 
March 13. Also at the 11am 
service will be the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and 
senior churchmen from the 
United Reform, Methodist 
and Baptist Churches. Cardi- 
nal Basil Hulme from the 
Roman Catholic Church will 
preach. 

The church is the first of 
its kind in this country, as 
five denominations will share 
the same building. It will be 
the central church for Milton 
Keynes and, apart from its 
spiritual significance, will 
perform an important civic 
and community function and 
provide an outstanding land- 
mark. 

To coincide with the 
church’s opening the City 
has organised Celebration 
MK, a festival of arts based 
on the new church and 
running from March 28 to 
April 11. Further details 
from 0908 320297. 

There will also be a Chris- 
tian Festival over the Easter 
period with a programme of 
int erdenominational even ts 

Jesus and 
other faiths 

Two thousand Anglican 
clergy, including some from 
this Diocese, signed an open 
letter asking for a ban on 
inter-faith worship. How- 
ever, other clergy and laity 
were unhappy about the 
tone of the letter. 

The Open Synod Group 
has organised ‘Jesus and 
Other Faiths’, a study day 
to explore some of the 
questions. It will be introdu- 
ced by Keith Ward, Regius 
Professor of Divinity at Ox- 
ford University and chair- 
man of the World Congress 
of Faiths, 

‘Jesus and Other Faiths’, 
on Saturday April 4 in the 
medieval guest house at 
Dorchester Abbey, costs 
£7.50 including coffee, lunch 
and tea. Booking forms and 
information from the Revd 
John Crowe, Dorchester 
Rectory, Wallingford, 0X10 
7HZ. 


A confusion of homophiles 


“Are you a homophile? Ask your 
bishop today!” If I was in the 
business of producing sweatshirts and 
designer wear I would certainly choose 
the above title as a logo right now! 
For the extraordinary statement, 
Issues In Human Sexuality (Church 
House Publishing, £2.50), only adds 
to the confusion in discussing sexual- 
ity, gender and relationships in our 
society. 

It is predominantly a report on 
homosexuality. It is claimed to be 
unanimous: here, say the bishops, we 
are speaking with one voice in the 
common mind of Christ. Since the 
bishops had not last time been able 
to reach & common mind on doctrine, 
it seems unlikely that they had here 
resolved the issues of sex. 

The second, and most substantial 
chapter, ends ringingly; There is 
therefore , in Scripture ah evolving 
convergence on the ideal of lifelong 
monogamous, heterosexual union as 
the setting intended by God for the 
proper development of men and women 
as sexual beings . . . Only by living 
within these boundaries are Christians 
to achieve that holiness which is 


pleasing to God. (2.29) 

At face value this is ‘the foundation 
on which the Church’s traditional 
teaching is built’? But where are the 
equally Old Testament derived values 
of patriarchalism, suppression of 
women and institutionalised xeno- 
phobia? It is not at all clear that 
Jesus would have accepted Paul’s 
teaching on women, nor even Mat- 
thew’s attitudes to the Jews. Selectivity 
with the evidence suggests a lack of 
agreement. 

There are, however, some real 
advances in the thinking which the 
Bishops have agreed. The statement 
firmly stresses that: homosexual people 
are in every way as valuable to and as 
valued by God as heterosexual people. 
God loves us all alike , and has for 
each one of us a range of possibilities 
within his design for the universe. 
(5.4) 

This encourages the bishops to 
tolerate homosexual partnerships 
amongst lay folk (5.6) and to urge that 
parishes do not hold unfair suspicions 
against appointing any clergy (5.18). 
Yet the authors then set up a double- 
standard by arguing that such same- 


sex relationships cannot be appropri- 
ately entered into by clergy. 

The logic of their high view of the 
priesthood (5.14) presumably means 
that hereafter bishops will only accept 
proven celibate candidates for ordina- 
tion, and that all married clergy 
should be given non pastoral cures or 
asked to resign. And gay men and 
women are unlikely to be too excited 
that the bishops have introduced the 
term ‘homophile’ in preference to 
homosexual (4.1). 

The questions in the last paragraph 
suggest that the bishops are far from 
decided on how any issues of sexuality 
can be resoled and urgently need 
help, guidance and practical case 
histories in order to assist them in 
guiding the Church. 

A full and widespread discussion of 
this statement should be at the top of 
every parish agenda. Rarely have the 
bishops called so desperately for a 
guiding light; it would be an act 
lacking in Christian charity to ignore 
their call. 

Dr Nicholas Cranfield is a Fellow of 
Selwyn College, Cambridge , and is 
currently Principal of the Berkshire 
Christian Training Scheme. 



For independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 

Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 


Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 
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OLD BRIDWELL 

In the grounds of a regency mansion 


Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in the 
heart of the Devonshire countryside, 
individually styled and colour co-ordinated. 
These cottages; forming a courtyard round 
the old pumphouse. Other elegant and 
spacious accommodation — set in the beauti- 
ful grounds of one of the largest privately 
owned country estates in the West country. 
Guests have full use of the owners private 
club. Widworth Court Sports and Leisure 
Club facilities including tennis court, squash 
court, heated outdoor swimming pool, pool- 
side restaurant, indoor leisure spa, complex, 
comprising of swimming pool, jacuzzi, saunas, 
steam room, solarium and bars. Children 
and pets welcome. 

Enjoy The Difference. 



We are able to recommend to you some of the finest 
local restaurants such as Galgani's Italian restaurant 
and The Deer Park Hotel at Honiton or for home 
cooking, Rullands at Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf 
are available locally and for the trout fisherman, 
Bridwell Park Estate has the Fishing rights to 
approximately 1 mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a 
touring holiday then there are many areas of special 
interest such as Exmoor and Dartmoor National 
Parks, The Blackdown Hills (designated as an area of 
outstanding beauty) and Exeter with its impressive 
Cathedral. Lace making at Honiton, the picturesque 
market town of Tiverton, Taunton famous for cider 
or the beautiful gardens at Knightshayes which are 
considered one of the best examples of an English 
country garden. Cheddar Gorge, Wookey Hole and 
the clean beaches of Exmouth, Sidmouth. Budleigh 
Salterton, Branscombe, Seaton and Lyme Regis 
together with the North Devon coast are all within 
easy reach. 

Our resident manager can provide more detailed 
information on all these places and more. 



SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
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In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each cottage 
offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob • Fridge • Freezer • Washer/Dryer • Filter coffee maker • Glassware 
Full table settings for 12 guests • Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space 
Colour television • Bed settee • Luxury bathrooms • Security system with monitor screen 
All pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads arc supplied 

Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 
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The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 

Tel: (0883) 744783 
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ACCENT 

TRAVEL 

FOR YOUR FULLY 
BONDED FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 
CONTACT US 

These are only some of the destinations we 

cover. 

USA, CANADA, ISRAEL, AUSTRALIA, 
KENYA, INDIA, FAR EAST, THAILAND, 
MALAYA, SINGAPORE, HONG KONG, 
JAKARTA, BALI, EUROPE, ALL 
COUNTRIES, both East and West. 

Please phone us so that we may help you. 

FOR A HELPFUL AND 
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

( 0272 ) 584684 


VISA 


ABTA 71004 


IATA 


ACCESS 


PARK HOME LIVING 
THE OMAR WAY 

A selection of new homes now available 
on our residential parks in 
Kent, Bucks, Berks and Herts 

If you want the peace and tranquility of our rural locations but 
need to commute to the city we probably have just the home 
for you. With prices starting from as little as £30,000 fully 
furnished for a comfortable one bedroomed model to around 
£60,000 for a 2/3 bedroomed luxury home with a wide selection 
of designs to suit every need. 

Finance available (subject to status). 

Further details available from Ted Slough on 

(0784) 453877 




CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE 
HOLIDAY 
1992 


A holiday tour of 4/5 days is again 
offered for Summer 1992. These are 
guided tours of sites of special Christian 
significance in the north-east of England, 
including Holy Island, St Paul’s Church at 
Jarrow and Durham Cathedral 
The tours are based on the College of St 
Hild and St Bede in the University of 
Durham, and will run from 20th — 24th 
July and from 17th — 21st August 1992 
The inclusive cost is £150 plus VAT. 
The programme is full but not strenuous, 
with day-time excursions and evening 
illustrated talks and discussion. 

For enquiries and further details please 
write to or telephone: Keith Hunter, 
College of St Hild and St Bede, Durham 
DH1 1SZ (Tel: 091-374 3064) 
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We’ve found something 
worth passing on . . . 

MARRIAGE 

ENCOUNTER 

WEEKENDS 

Grow in love 
through open 
communication. A 
private experience 
— no group work. 
A Christian 
weekend of hard 
work and lasting 
benefits. 

Cost: £5 registration and an 
opportunity to make an anonymous 
donation to future weekends. 

12 weekends in 1992 

in venues throughout the country 

More details and a list of dates from: 

Derrick and Jen Gierth 
5 Holme Road, Bingham, 
Nottingham NG13 8DZ 

Phone: 0949 837519 

We can all have better marriages 
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The CS Lewis Centre 
FORTHCOMING 
CONFERENCES 

The Love and Power 
and 

The Power of Love 

Issues facing the 
Charismatic Movement 


Speakers: K ?vd Canon Tom Smai! 
Revd Nigel Wright 
Dr Andrew Walker 

Aylesbury, Bucks 27-28 March 1992 

(in co-operation with the Chiltem 
Christian Training Programme) 
Contact Revd Philip D Roderick, 
Room 12, Amersham and Wycombe 
College, Spring Lane, Flackwell 
Heath, High Wycombe, Bucks HPI0 
9HE. Tel: 0628 819099 Ext 246 
(mornings only). 


Westminster Abbey 

4 A School of Prayer’ 

Saturday 29 February 1992 

from 10am to 4.30pm approx 

including Taize-style worship, 
group sessions, and addresses by 

Bishop John V Taylor 

formerly Bishop of Winchester 
This event is open to people 
of all ages 

There is a charge of £1.50 per 
person to cover expenses 

For further details and tickets 
please send SAE to 
SCHOOL OF PRAYER 
Chapter Office, Dean's Yard 
London SW1P 3PA 
Cheques should be payable to: 
‘Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster* 

For telephone bookings, please 
call 071-222 5152 
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Crisis in farming: 
turning to science 


Last spring the Prince of 
Wales, as President of 
the Royal Agricultural So- 
ciety of England, lectured 
on the future of farming. 
He then invited the Society 
to respond and The State 
of Agriculture in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom is their re- 
sponse. The report was 
written by a working 
party which included 
Anthony Russell, Bishop 
of Dorchester. He has 
just been appointed a 
Vice President of the So- 
ciety and a Member of 
the Rural Development 
Commission and he also 
spoke at the recent Oxford 
Farming Conference. Now 
Dr Russell writes for The 
DOOR about the report. 


Traditionally, farmers are 
cautious. Consequently, it is 
difficult to grasp the serious- 
ness of the present situation. 
In agriculture, 1,200 jobs 
are being lost every month; 
farm incomes have halved 
since the mid-1980s. Perhaps 
most serious are the stories 
of personal suffering; there 
are approximately three 
farmer suicides per month. 

What differentiates this 
downturn from others is the 
total uncertainty about the 
future. Farming is undergo- 
ing a profound structural 
crisis, as it moves away 
from a protected economy 
towards the discipline of the 
open market and away from 
subsidies. 

The debate about farming 
tends to be polarized be- 
tween commercial farming 
— with the optimum use of 
fertilizers and pesticides — 
and low intensity or organic 
methods. Such a polarity is 
understandable but unhelp- 
ful. The Report clearly indi- 
cates that the situation is 
more complex. 

The Report looks at the 
future of farming based on 
the scientific evidence. Inevi- 
tably, in places it sounds 
defensive, as it uses this 
evidence to resist the wilder 
criticisms of modern farming 


practice. Undoubtedly the 
over-use of fertilizers and 
pesticides has damaged the 
countryside in general, and 
biodiversity in particular. 
However, a 30 per cent 
reduction in nitrogen reduces 
wheat yield by 20 per cent. 
If nitrogen fertilizer were 
banned it would need an 
additional 9m hectares to 
make good the deficit. This 
exceeds the total lowland 
farmed area. 

If pesticides were banned, 
production would fall by 36 
per cent in the first year 
and by approximately 50 
per cent after three years. 
The Report points out that 
Britain can only be fed by 
the use of agricultural prac- 
tices which involve modern 
methods. We need to extend 
our scientific knowledge of 
their effects, and to use 
them in a way that is 
congruent with the best in- 
terests of the environment. 

The Report indicates that 
organic fertilizers inevitably 
imply the keeping of large 


numbers of livestock. How- 
ever, with the declining con- 


sumption of meat and dairy 
products, it is hard to see 
how a system that depends 
so heavily on livestock could 
be adopted as a national 
policy. 

The Report seeks to draw 
together the different ap- 
proaches on the basis of 
scientific facts, and is an 
important document for all 
concerned with the future 
of farming. Its least contro- 
versial chapter is that on 
rural communities, in which 
it echoes many of the points 
made in Faith in the Coun- 
tryside. These were endorsed 
by the Prime Minister when 
he spoke to the Oxford 
Farming Conference. 

Strong views are held on 
both sides of this debate but 
it is hoped that this report 
will help to move the argu- 
ment forward; an argument 
which is important not just 
for our agricultural industry 
but for all consumers and 
for the Third World. 



An Asian deacon, the Revd Wazir Chand 
was ordained priest by the Bishop of 
Oxford at St Luke’s Church Cowley, 
Oxford on Sunday, December 8, with Asian 
songs and music played on traditional 
instruments, colourful national costumes, 
the Seventh Day Adventist Choir from 
Birmingham and a congregation of around 
600 from many Asian and British Christian 
communities. Pictured is the Bishop of 
Oxford handing a silver Communion plate 
and chalice to Mr Chand and (right) the 


Photo: Christopher Love 

preacher, the Right Revd Khair-ur-Din, 
formerly Bishop of Peshawer in Pakistan 
and (left) the Assistant Bishop of Amritsar in 
North India. 

Mr Chand came to England from North 
India more than 30 years ago, having 
trained as a teacher. He worked for the 
Rover Group in Birmingham and Cowley 
before taking early retirement and becoming 
the voluntary Community Worker at St 
Luke’s Pastoral Centre. 


Hope for all God’s children 


General 

Svnod 


Most children have no direct con- 
tact with a Christian church, ac- 
cording to a new report from the 
Church of England’s Board of 
Education and Mission. Called All 
God’s Children , the report is a 
sequel to Children in the Way, and 
is concerned with this 86 per cent 
of the nation’s youngsters outside 
the Church. It looks at influences 
in their lives and considers possible 
ways we can reach them with the 
Good News. The report was en- 
thusiastically received by the 
November General Synod in Lon- 
don, and I recommend it to all 
PCCs. 

• Parishes considering buying new 
hardback copies of the Alternative 
Service Book should note that 
early in the new century new 
material for use in churches is 
likely to be authorised. Work over 
the next ten years will probably 
lead to a ‘core’ book which may 
well include 1662 texts and ASB 


material for use on Sundays, plus 
several smaller books to cover 
other needs. Improvements are 
also expected to the Lectionary. A 
Diocesan Synod motion asked for 
work to be done on a Eucharistic 
prayer for use when children were 
present. 

• Seeds of Hope is a report which 
addresses racism in the Church, 
and Synod called on all dioceses to 
take action to combat it. Dioceses 
were expected to set up committees 
to consider black Anglican con- 
cerns, and introduce more educa- 
tion for clergy in these matters. 

# From parishes to world affairs 
. . . We were addressed by the 
Anglican observer at the United 
Nations, The Rt Revd Sir Paul 
Reeves, who told us of the vital 
role of the UN in today’s changing 
world, which was followed by a 
rather half-hearted debate on the 
interdependence of the Anglican 
Church and the Commonwealth. 


Those with experience of Common- 
wealth countries welcomed it, and 
particularly looked forward to the 
readmission of South Africa. Others 
felt it to be an inappropriate 
debate for Synod. 

# Oxford members were much in 
evidence: a private member’s 

motion was brought by John 
Madeley calling for a restoration 
of the Biblical principle of Jubilee, 
to persuade world governments to 
agree a year when Third World 
debt would be cancelled. He was 
supported by our own Bishop 
Richard (see The DOOR, Decem- 
ber). The motion was carried after 
an amendment welcoming recent 
action by the Prime Minister, Mr 
Major, to cancel certain debts, and 
urging commercial banks to follow 
suit. 

Another Oxford member, David 
Wright, was responsible for an 
amendment to the Synod’s accept- 
ance of the report The Pension 


Scheme for Those in the Stipendiary 
Ministry. As a result the Pensions 
Board will consider steps to provide 
an appropriate pension for the 
divorced wife of a clergyman upon 
his death. The Synod also agreed 
that for new women entrants to 
the pension scheme in 1992, the 
retiring age should be increased 
from 60 to 65. 

# Finally, there was bad news on 
1991 spending. Synod was asked to 
provide an extra £210,000 for 
clergy training, due to a reduction 
in state help for students, plus 
another £6,000 towards legal costs 
incurred in the Tyler case and in 
the action taken in connection 
with the Clergy (Ordination) Meas- 
ure. 

The next Synod is in London 
during the week beginning February 
16. Hilary Unwin 

Hilary Unwin, a General Synod 
member, is a Training Officer for 
the Amersham Deanery. 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

Boys’ Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 

offers 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

for 

Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Exeter College Chapel Choir 
and Worcester College Chapel Choir 

For further details, please write to 
Allan Mottram, Headmaster 

3 Brewer Street, OXFORD OX1 1QW 

Tel: 0865 242561 


THE ABBEY SCHOOL 
TEWKESBURY, GLOS 

A VOICE TRIAL 

For boys aged 8-9V2 will be held on 
Saturday, 15th February 1992 

The choristers sing Choral Evensong on weekdays 
during term, but have no weekend duties and are 
not required to sing over Christmas. They are, 
therefore, either day boys or weekly boarders. 

Telephone: 0684 294460 for further details 


CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

for St Mary’s and St Leonard’s Churches, Wallingford, Oxon; or one 
person for both posts. Established RSCM affiliated, mixed adult 
choir (SATB), currently 22. 

Honorarium on RSCM Scale plus fees. 

Applications to: Rev A.E. Good 
The Rectory, 22 Castle Street, Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 8DW. 
Closing date 15 February 1992 
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DOUAI SCHOOL 

Upper Woolhampton 
Reading RG7 5TH 
Telephone: 0734-713114 

300 BOYS 10-8 

Day, Boarding and Weekly Boarding 
Most boys are Roman Catholic but other 
Christians are also welcome. 

♦ Assisted place at 11. 

Academic, Music and Art Scholarships at 
13. 

Sixth form scholarships 
Sixth Form Scholarships 
Saturday 8th February 1992 
Please contact: 

The Headmaster’s Secretary 
for further details 



SIR WILLIAM BORLASE’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

West Street, Marlow 

We invite applications for sixth form A-level Courses commencing 
September 1992 at this Co- Educational Grammar School. 

An opening evening will be held on Monday 9th March at 7.30pm in the 
School Hall. Details and prospectus are available from the School Office 
now. (Some places are also available in the main school) 

TELEPHONE: 0628 482256 

For details 


Do you want to 

- explore your faith? 

- reflect on your Christian experience? 

- study for a Certificate with the possibility of progressing to 
a degree course in theology? 

Do you want to 

- do your studies at home using quality study guides? 

- receive comment on your work from an experienced tutor? 


Send for details of the Certificate in Christian Studies. 
To: The Christian Studies Project, Westminster College, 
FREEPOST, Oxford OX2 9BR. 

Name 

Address : 



THORNTON COLLEGE 

Convent of Jesus and Mary 
Thornton, Milton Keynes, MK17 0HJ 

OPEN DAY 

Sunday 9 February 1992, 10am to 3pm 


mly welcomed on Open Day at this Independent Boarding 
na Day School for Girls aged from 3 to 16 


You will be warmly 
ana 

# Established in 1917 and set in 23 acres of parkland in rural 
Bucks, with easy access to Ml and M40. 

# Caring family atmosphere within a Christian ethos for girls of 
all denominations. 

# 320 pupils, taught in small classes, high Academic achievement. 

# Genevieve Nursery for boys and girls from 3 years. 

# Senior School bursaries available. 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS — 

TUESDAY, 25 FEBRUARY at 9.30am 
For further information and prospectus please 
contact The Headteacher's secretary, telephone 
Buckingham (0280) 812610 


! 
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TURKEY 

— THE UNSPOILT 
COASTLINE 

Turkey is a magical country full of 
unexpected delights. Mountains and hill- 
sides rich in exotic vegetation and wildlife 
create an intriguing contrast to the secluded 
bays and shorelines. 

Eurolink International offer not only a 
wide choice of properties, but also a 
comprehensive service to assist clients 
through the whole purchase procedure — 
and after. 

We also offer commercial property such 
as restaurants , hotels , pensions , cafe bars 
and shops . 

For further information and a full colour 
brochure call 

EUROLINK INTERNATIONAL 
REAL ESTATE 

( 0273 ) 480386 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 29193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 






DELTEC 


COMPUTERS^ 


COMMODORE AMIGA PC/AT 
COMPATIBLES & CORN 
ARCHIMEDES SPECIALISTS 


WITH A WIDE RANGE OF PERIPHERALS 

LAPTOP COMPUTERS, AUDIO/VISUAL DIGITISERS, SCANNERS, 
USER, JET AND DOT MATRIX PRINTERS, FACSIMILES AND FAX 
CARDS, MODEMS, INTERNAL BOARDS, MONITERS, SOFTWARES 
AND PUBLIC DOMAIN, MEMORY UPGRADES ETC., 


WE ALSO HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF COMPUTER CONSUMABLES 

MOBILE 0860 701974/0860 660813 
TEL: 0923 893211. FAX: 0923 893134 
PO BOX 170, B0REHAMW000, 

HERTS WD6 3BP 


ftobtu &ance 

ORGAN BUILDER 


Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


Christmas comes to 
the shopping mall 



We often blame 
the shops for the 
commercializ- 
ation of Christ- 
mas, but in Milton 
Keynes church 
members and 
staff from the 
nearby stores and 
businesses came 
together for a city 
centre carol ser- 
vice. 

It was an optimistic invita- 
tion to city centre workers 
in Milton Keynes — 6pm 
on Tuesday, December 10 
for a Christmas service. It 
was also the last event of its 
kind to be held in Christ 
the Cornerstone, the church 
in the library. 

However, almost 40 peo- 
ple made time to be with us 
on December 10, including 
some key management fig- 
ures. Mr Jim Matthews, 
general manager of John 
Lewis, Milton Keynes and 
chairman of the shopping 
centre management came 
along with his wife. Andrew 
Nicholls, security manager 
of Milton Keynes entertain- 
ment centre, The Point (the 
great red pyramid visible 
for miles around) was there 
with his wife and family. 
Andrew is soon to take on 
the management of security 
for NCI Leisure Services 
nationwide. He will need all 
the angels on his side! 

Frank Harvey, the general 
manager of the Forte Crest 
was there with Monica and 
Debbie, two of his 
departmental managers. 
Frank and his staff are our 
next door neighbours at the 
new church on Saxon Gate. 
As chaplain to the hotel 
staff, I find there are many 


opportunities to do good 
turns for each other. A 45- 
strong ‘choir’ from the Cor- 
nerstone led a service of 
lessons and carols for the 
Christmas guests at the ho- 
tel, and we were generously 
treated to refreshments 
afterwards. 

There were also a few 
unexpected faces — one a 
youth who called in when 
he saw the wine glasses 
being passed around. This 
young man’s body language 
spoke loudly that church 
was not part of his usual 
lifestyle. Our surprise guest 
partook heartily of the re- 
freshments, and then walked 
away with an unopened 
bottle of wine! However, 
rather than being a disquiet- 


ing presence, perhaps this 
young man was our most 
significant guest because he 
provided a real opportunity 
to link the worlds of church 
and shopping centre. As for 
the wine, one could say that 
he had taken a year’s supply 
rather than a sip from the 
chalice — always freely 
given. 

Anyway, come and see 
for yourself next Christmas. 
Come and join us — but 
not in the library but under 
the dome! 

Maureen Farrell 

Sister Maureen ( pictured ) is 
the City Centre Chaplain for 
Milton Keynes , ana a mem- 
ber of the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone Ecumenical 
Team. 



Coalition for the homeless 


“Christian churches and individuals can 
play a significant part in helping to meet 
today’s housing need,” said Bishop Ronald 
Bowlby, President of the Churches National 
Housing Coalition (CNHC) which for the 
first time brings together churches of many 
denominations, national charities, housing 
organisations, local projects and tenants 
roups to attack the growing wave of 
omeless in Britain. The Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility was one of 
the first organisations to affiliate. 

The launch of CNHC on December 10 
coincided with the 25th anniversary of 
Shelter. In Milton Keynes a local Shelter 
group and the Milton Keynes Forum 
mintly organised ‘The Great Housing 


Debate’. It was chaired by the Revd David 
Miell, of the Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Social Responsibility, and challenged local 
politicians to say what they would do to 
solve the housing crisis if their party wins 
the election. 

CHNC plans to develop a network of 
regional and local groups, bridging the 
divide between rural and urban communit- 
ies, owners and tenants, beneficiaries and 
victims of current policies and by organising 
a national lobby of parliament. It is also 
committed to promoting the greater use of 
church land and property for low cost 
housing schemes. For more information 
telephone the Revd David Miell 0908 
667846 or Mr Niall Cooper 061-236 9324. 


Tribute 
to Eric 
Boothroyd 

It was sad to hear of the 
death of Eric Boothroyd, 
who from 1963 to 1987 was 
the architect responsible for 
vicarages throughout Buck- 
inghamshire. I fjrst met Eric 
when I came to be Vicar of 
Marsworth in 1975 — im- 
mediately he was concerned 
to make us as comfortable 
and happy as possible in 
our new home. This was 
repeated in two more vicar- 
ages in Bucks, and I am 
sure many other clergy have 
been helped in this way. 

Whether it was a large 
project like Marsworth in 
modernising an early Victor- 
ian vicarage, or just redeco- 
rating a few rooms at High 
Wycombe, my wife and I 
were consulted at every 
stage. In all his work he 
gave meticulous attention to 
detail — discussing colours 
for walls and floors — trying 
to see any work done would 
not hinder our daily lives. 
He was an active member 
of the Parsonages Board, 
and seemed to grasp what 
were ‘essentials’ as opposed 
to ‘frills’ — always careful 
to work within a budget, 
seeking to make the most of 
any money which was avail- 
able. 

Not only was it with 
vicarages that Eric was con- 
cerned. His considerable tal- 
ents were evident in the 
design of extensions to sev- 
eral churches in the Arch- 
deaconry. It was therefore 
especially fitting that his 
funeral should take place at 
Cookham Dean, where he 
had in latter years supervised 
the building of a new vestry. 

To his wife Margaret, his 
daughter Clare, and his 
grandchildren we extend our 
sympathy and assure them 
of our prayers. 

Wilfred H. Kimberley 

Canon Kimberley is a former 
team vicar of High Wycom- 
be. He lives in retirement 
near Cheltenham. 

Archbishop 
in Oxford 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury will preach at the 
opening service of the 1992 
Oxford University Mission 
at the University Church of 
St Mary the Virgin on Feb- 
ruary 10 at 8.30pm. The 
Mission’s theme is ‘Healing 
in a Broken World’ and 
other speakers will include 
Sheila Cassidy (February 11, 
8.30pm), Jean Vanier 
(February 12, 8.30pm), while 
Sheila Cassidy and Jean 
Vanier will jointly talk on 
February 13 at 5pm. 


r 


CHRISTIANS IN 
BUSINESS 


As a committed Christian and Director of ITM (UK) Ltd, 
sometimes it becomes discouraging working with people 
who do not share my belief in God. 

As part of a multi-national company which is achieving 
unprecedented growth, positions within our corporation 
are being continuously created. I therefore seek like- 
minded individuals who understand that the love of 
money is the real evil, not money itself, which if used 
constructively can have a powerful influence for good, 
worldwide attainable income levels are certainly far 
above those being generated in conventional businesses. 

If you are a church leader seeking ways of obtaining 
money for growth, a businessman looking to diversify or a 
new challenge, or an individual looking-for a career 
change into a quite exceptional industry, I would love to 
hear from you. 

Please contact: 

GARY MARLOW on 
0962 851893 

J 




ROOFING 


94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB. 

. Tel: (0734) 567289. 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
vyhich includes - • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under stating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house; for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A qew 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10-year guarantee 
dgainst leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Bfest Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 


NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 


Interested in 
Theology, 
Philosophy and 
World Religions? 

You can study these subjects 
at degree level as a Mature 
Student in a local college. 

( 

To find out more, use the 

Westminster College 

Education Advice Line 

Telephone Julia Shay on 
L 0865 247644 ext 5299 , 
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It’s not just child’s play-it’s the law! 


The Children Act 1989 came into force in 
October 1991, and has implications for 
almost everyone concerned with the care of 
children. The DOOR asked Jennifer 
Ruddick, a Divisional Director for Bucking- 
hamshire Social Services Department and 
a churchwarden, to explain some of the 
ways in which church groups may be 
affected by it. 


Does your church run activ- 
ities involving children under 
eight? Do you have a sum- 
mer play scheme? Do they 
need to be registered? 

Much of the law relating 
to children changed at the 
end of last year with the 
introduction of the Children 
Act 1989. There has been 
much publicity about the 
changes affecting families 
and children at risk — less 
about the new registration 
requirements for activities 
for young children which 
may affect your church. 

Playgroups and toddlers’ 
groups have always been 
registered by the Social 
Services Departments of the 
county councils. What is 
new is that activities for 
children between the ages 
of five and eight now need 
to be registered and inspect- 
ed annually. 

. The law’s aim is to protect 
children and ensure that the 
people who work with them, 
either paid or voluntary, are 
fit to do so; that premises 
and equipment are safe; 
and that the activities and 
care are of the highest stan- 
dards. But the law is not 
entirely clear about what 
must be registered. Talk to 
your local Social Services 
Department, which will be 
working out its own policies 
and approaches in collab- 
oration with experts (eg Play 
advisers from the District 
Councils). 


In Buckinghamshire we 
see church-based and other 
local schemes as a crucial 
part of community life, and 
do not want the law to 
prevent their continuation; 
nor would we want younger 
children to be excluded from 
activities simply to avoid 
the need for registration. 
This means that we are 
likely to be sympathetic to 
schemes running on a shoe- 
string budget, which will 
need time to improve stan- 
dards (eg By training staff 
and volunteers, or increasing 
numbers of toilets). 

The following must be 
registered if they operate 
for more than two hours in 
any day, and for more than 
six days in any year: 
playgroups, toddlers’ groups, 
holiday playschemes, shop- 
pers’ creches, some after- 
school and holiday day care 
schemes in schools, adven- 
ture playgrounds and 
playbuses. 

Many church activities do 


not last for two hours, and 
are therefore excluded (eg 
Sunday School, creches run 
during services, children’s 
week-night activity groups, 
and groups where all chil- 
dren have parents present. 
Church days involving chil- 
dren are excluded if they 
run for fewer than six days 
a year, but the Social Servi- 
ces Department should be 
informed in advance. 

The local authority will 
seek evidence that everyone 
working in the scheme, or 
living or working on the 
premises, is ‘fit’ to work 
with or be near children, 
vetting people’s experience, 
qualifications, physical and 
mental health, ability to 
work with children, and any 
criminal convictions. 

The premises, equipment 
and other facilities will be 
looked at, and the advice of 
lanners, environmental 
ealth officers and the fire 
rescue service may be 
sought. 


Learning to learn together 


‘Partners in Learning’, the theme for 
Education Sunday on February 16, reflects 
the current educational scene. It is right 
that the Anglican Church should celebrate, 
since it has a vested interest in education 
— not only of those within the Christian 
faith, but of all those engaged at whatever 
level in education. 

The Church has been in partnership with 
the State in providing education for all 
children and young people, because the 
Church was the provider of the only free 
education for the poor until 1870, when 
the State stepped in. 

Within ‘good’ schools there must be a 
successful partnership between heads, staff, 
staff and pupils and with governors, parents 
and community. The basis of operations 
has changed, and the pace of change has 
never been so great. All are learners 
together, in a more open, new and shared 
vision. 

As a result of the work of Piaget and 
others, the 20th Century has seen a change 
from an emphasis on adults passing down 
information, to enabling children to develop 
from where they are. This gives opportunites 
for the excitement of discovery and practical 
experience, and for the best learning 
environment. 

Children in the Way told us: “Many 
children today have no concept of what it 
is to be a Christian”, but it is also true that 


Education Sunday 


this applies equally to many parents. For 
the Church, this presents great opportunities 
for learning partnerships to develop. We 
neglect them at our peril. Children make 
their own choices and are encouraged to 
do so. They are bombarded by the media 
with information* of varying degrees of 
desirability, but with the careful guidance 
of shared learning experience, sound bases 
of choice can be developed. 

Prejudice is so often born of ignorance, 
and bigotry of a failure to open our hearts 
and minds. All around us is evidence of 
the results of prejudice and bigotry. God’s 
love is universal for mankind. God is 
neither exclusive, nationalistic nor sectarian. 

If we are to be true partners in learning 
on this Education Sunday, we must continue 
on the pilgrimage of life, open to being 
true partners in learning — about one 
another, our lives and cultures, faiths, 
hopes and prayers, joys and disappoint- 
ments, so that we share one common goal, 
that of bringing closer the Kingdom of 
God on Earth. 

Tony Williamson 

The Revd Tony Williamson is Diocesan 
Director of Education (Schools). 


A fee is payable for regis- 
tration — £10 for sessional 
day care and £100 for full 
day care; and for inspection 
— £7.50 and £75 respective- 
ly- 

The Social Services 
Department must impose 
certain requirement on 
schemes (eg The number of 
children of particular ages 
and the numbers of 
staff/volunteers to be invol- 
ved in caring for them; the 
safety of equipment and the 
keeping of records). They 
may impose others. For 
example, in Buckingham- 
shire we require all schemes 
to have proper insurance. 
Registration can .be refused 


or cancelled but there are 
rights of appeal, ultimately 
to the courts. 

Further information is 
available from your local 
Social Services Department 
(in the Phone Book under 
the relevant County Council) 
or from Peter Ball, Diocesan 
Youth Adviser. 

An excellent leaflet , The Chil- 
dren Act, has been prepared 
jointly by officers of the 
main denominations , and 
produced by the Children’s 
Work Team of the Methodist 
Division of Education and 
Youth. Copies have been 
sent out to all parishes by 
our Diocesan Youth and 
Children’s Advisers. 



Ron Hart is Vicar of the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Walton Court, Aylesbury, and is chairman of the Southcourt 
and Walton Community Project whose activities include an 
adventure playground, a playgroup (pictured) and an after- 
school club. In a statement to The DOOR he urges church 
groups to be vigilant in the face of the new Act: “ Nationally 
as well as locally, the Act has aroused a certain amount of 
concern among voluntary bodies. We are concerned about 
the size of registration fees and the irrelevance of some of 
the regulations to the actual situations (e.g. Adventure 
playgrounds don’t have floorspace). The Government 
response has been to give county councils a wide range of 
discretion, and Buckinghamshire County Council has given 
reassurances that each individual situation will be looked at 
sympathetically. It is therefore important to see how that 
discretion could be used in your favour, otherwise some 
small church activities will find themselves in difficulties — 
particularly where there are just a few mums involved, and 
there is not much money.”. 


Church Schools 

The Head of a Church 
secondary school in the Dio- 
cese spotted in the Decem- 
ber issue of The DOOR 
that Church status had been 
attributed to only one sec- 
ondary school. It should be 
pointed out that there are 
in fact 13 schools of church 
secondary status. 

Ranelagh School and The 
Princess Margaret Royal 
Free Schools in Berkshire 
both have Church Aided 
status, as well as The St 
Edward’s Royal Free Ecu- 
menical School and Old 
Windsor, St Peter’s Middle 
Schools. In addition, 
Altwood, in Maidenhead, 
The Wargrave Piggott 
School and Slough and Eton 
Secondaries are all Church 
Controlled. Waddesdon Sec- 
ondary School in Bucks is a 
Special Agreement Church 
School. 

In Oxfordshire St 
Augustine’s School, Oxford 
is a joint R.C/C.E. Aided 
Upper School, as is 
Frideswide Middle School 
in North Oxford. In addi- 
tion, The Marlborough Sec- 
ondary School in Wood- 
stock, and The Isis in Oxford 
and Lawn Upton in 
Littlemore Middle Schools 
are all Church Controlled. 

There is a total of 87 
Aided and 197 Controlled 
Schools in this Diocese. 
(Sorry! — Editor) 

Angels wanted 

Many people experience see- 
ing angels, either in white, 
or in everyday clothes, or 
have heard angelic voices or 
singing. Too much is in 
print about evil happenings 
and not enough about God’s 
messengers, so Hope Price 
is collating angel experiences 
for a book on the subject. 

If you have seen or heard 
an angel, and it has not 
been in print, please write 
down what happened, in as 
much detail as possible, with 
a drawing if you can manage 
one! Please write to Mrs 
Hope Price, The Vicarage, 
19 Canford Bottom, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 
2HA. 

Correction - 

The published orices of the 
recordings of Oxford organ 
music in the ‘Organ’s of 
Oxford’ article in the De- 
cember DOOR should have 
read £7.99 for each cassette 
and £12.99 for each compact 
disc. For further details con- 
tact Bernard Stone on 0865 
300347. 



NOAH’S ARK. 


Pet Transport 
Service 

An invaluable service tor elder 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Oxon OX14 4AF. 

Tel: (0235) 847401 

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS Spring 1992 

BISHOP STEPHEN VERNEY — Water into Wine 

with Bishop Stephen Verney and Rachel Ridley 20 February 

Gardening and Meditation 

with the Rev d Dr Susan Cole-King and Matthew Needham 9- 1 1 March. 

Wrestling with God — a new look at the Old Testament 

with Rachel Ridley and Janet Lake 14-15 March 

Guided Lent Retreat 

with Rev d Dr Susan Cole-King 15 March- 12 April 

Rev’d Peter Dewey — The Purpose of Life 

a quiet day 29 March. 

“O let them be left, wildness and wet” 

with Grace Jordan 20-22 March 

Sir George Trevelyan — Poetry: the Tao of the Soul 

with Sir George Trevelyan and friends 3-5 April. 

Dom Bede Griffiths 

event to be announced April 

For information on these and other events please send SAE 




HALL BROS 
Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted out on premises!. 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas — Collars (Plastic or Linen), 
Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue), Academic Gowns, Hoods and 
Choir Robes. Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut , fit and 
quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OX1 4BX 
TELEPHONE: 242756 


NORWICH ORGAN 
395 Sprowston Road, 
Norwich NR3 4HG 



MANUFACTURERS 

Telephone: 

Norwich (0603) 404459 


SPECIALIST MANUFACTURERS OF 
HIGH QUALITY PIPELESS ORGANS 
FOR CHURCHES 

Following the success of our Walsingham 902 digital 
technology organ we have developed a three manual 
version, the Walsingham 903. Here again we have a 
drawstop console with in-built sound system and a total 
of 38 speaking stops, 6 couplers and 2 tremulants. The 
individual stops and choruses are of excellent tonal 
quality throughout. Many options are available thus 
allowing a very large degree of customer choice at a 
very modest cost. 

BASIC INSTUMENT £7,275 
INCLUDING VAT, 

DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION. 

Full details on request. 

Our brochure gives details of many other 
instruments from around £2,800 upwards. 

ENTIRELY BRITISH JJ 


s ^ 
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From the 
Bishop of — | 
Reading 


New Year celebrations 
don’t come high on my 
list of favourite things. 
However, on the first day 
of January, I experienced 
mild satisfaction that 1992 
had arrived. There was a 
gloomy feel about the 
closing months of the old 
year, which frantic at- 
tempts to interest pre- 
Christmas shoppers in un- 
repeatable bargains did 
little to dispel. We seemed 
gripped in a kind of 
economic black cloud, 
brought on by the miseries 
of Recession and the fail- 
ure of the prophets to 
predict its end. 

The prophets were wise 
not to be drawn into 
optimistic forecasts. There 
are few certainties about 
any new year, and 1992 
is no exception. We know 
that it will last 366 days 
and that there will be a 
general election. Both Na- 
tion and Church face un- 
certain futures. 

At the risk of seeming 
frivolous, here is one cer- 
tainty. The return of the 
Magic Roundabout to the 
small screen will be a 
triumphant success. Ques- 
tions follow. Is the garden, 
in which Florence and 
Dougal roam happily, 
some place in the past 
where simple certainties, 
relationships and ways of 
behaviour are believed to 
have held sway? Or is it 
maybe a dream about the 
future? And how reason- 
able is it to expect the 
problems of the Magic 
Roundabout folk to be 
sorted out by an authority 
figure, appearing from 
nowhere and announcing 
that it is time for bed? 

The questions of belief, 
behaviour and relation- 
ship which face our 
Church in the coming 
year cannot be resolved 
simply by looking to the 
past. Nor will they be 
settled in some dramatic 
way as the different char- 
acters in the garden come 
to recognize ‘Authority’ 
speaking definitively. 
They will not be resolved 
by any of us leaving the 
Church in anger, despair 
or frustration; or by pre- 
tending, Dougal-like, that 
there are no problems. 

Roundabouts are 
strange things. The nearer 
to the edge, the faster we 
travel and the more likely 
to be thrown off by irre- 
sistible centrifugal force. 
At the very centre there 
is absolute stillness. Our 
problems are answered 
as we approach that cen- 
tre — and we are held 
together around Him. 


One down, nine 



This time last year, the 
churches were launching the 
Decade of Evangelism. In 
this Diocese there were sev- 
eral very imaginative events, 
but in most parishes it was 
fairly low key. Training days 
were planned, PCCs set up 
consultations, deaneries put 
the topic on their agendas. 
Certainly the Bishop’s Offi- 
cer for Evangelism was busy: 
I spoke at, or led 53 meetings 


programme, or for a parish 
or town mission, or for 
visiting in a comprehensive 
way all the homes in their 
parish or area. 

And a great deal is hap- 
pening. Some of it is of 
major and long-term conse- 
quence, such as the appoint- 
ment of an Evangelism 
Enabler in the Reading 
Deanery, or a Church Army 


ies who have come to faith 
in Jesus Christ, and are now 
active and committed church 
members who were a year 
or two ago completely out 
of touch with the Christian 
Church. Many of these peo- 
ple were brought to iaith 
through the simple, uncom- 
plicated life and witness of 
a local congregation — often 
in the process of preparation 
for a child’s baptism, or 


While most of us were still at the talking and discussion stage for the Decade of 
Evangelism, the choir of St Giles, Cheddington, in the Mursley Deanery, were joined by 
members of the Sunday Club and Youth Group to perform ‘Good News’, a musical by 
children for children. 


in the Diocese during the 
first quarter of last year. A 
few were ecumenical, but 
most were either deanery or 
parish events, planned to 
put evangelism into a more 
prominent place in the 
Church’s strategy. 

So where are we now, a 
year later (and with a mere 
nine years more to go)? 

My own assessment is 
that we are in a period of 
transition, during which 
much of that consultation 
and planning is being turned 
into strategy. When I go to 
meetings in parishes or 
deaneries now, it is far 
more often to look with 
them at plans they have 
made for a new training 


officer to major on evangel- 
ism in a team ministry at 
Bicester. Church ‘plants’, as 
they are known, have hap- 
pened and are planned in 
the Diocese — entirely new 
congregations growing up 
on new housing estates, 
meeting for services in com- 
munity halls or schools, but 
often reaching the point in 
their development where 
they need a permanent 
‘home’. 

We have had an impres- 
sive ecumenical mission in 
Princes Risborough, held in 
a huge tent on a playing 
field, and attracting thou- 
sands of people during its 
week of meetings. And per- 
haps most impressively of 
all, everywhere I go I meet 
individuals and whole famil- 


because of the pastoral care 
and love offered during a 
bereavement. 

I do not believe that 
evangelism is about counting 
heads (or ‘scalps’, as some 
people like to call them). 
But I do believe that it is 
God’s will and Christ’s pur- 
pose that the Church should 
grow . So it is encouraging 
that the Church in this 
Diocese is growing, and I 
think we shall see that 
growth continue and acceler- 
ate as more and more con- 
gregations put into action 
their prayer and planning 
for evangelism. The reports 
I have had (admittedly hard- 
ly a scientific sample) suggest 
that numbers of people at- 
tending church in the Dio- 


to go 

cese over the Christmas per- 
iod were larger than for 
some years. Certainly many 
churches had serious over- 
crowding problems! 

The next big step in the 
Decade is planned for 1994, 
when it is hoped that church- 
es in deanery-sized localities 
will come together 
ecumenically in some visible 
evangelistic activity. In some 
cases that will be a mission 
— and several very distin- 
guished missioners have 
made themselves available 
to help, if requested. Others 
may concentrate on a ‘Festi- 
val of Faith’, or a visiting 
campaign, or a series of 


David Winter 
reports on the first 
year of the Decade 
of Evangelism 


events for various groups in 
the community — children, 
youth, families, the retired, 
and so on. We hope each 
initiative will be genuinely 
local and * fully ecumenical 
— and The DOOR would 
like to know what you are 
planning! 

David Winter is the Bishop s 
Officer for Evangelism , and 
is available to help churches 
in the Diocese to plan and 
carry through effective local 
evangelism. He can be con- 
tacted at The Rectory , 6 
Standlake Road , 
Ducklington, Oxon 0X8 
7XG ( Tel 0993 776625). 


I was thinking . . 
about Beginning 


A New Year is an obvious 
time to think of Beginning. 
We have all had to begin at 
some time, by being born. 
The we begin school, work, 
marriage, a family — always 
with high hopes that all is 
going to be wonderful — or, 
at least, pretty good. And 
then, so often, it tails off, 
we lose heart or interest or 
energy — or even love — 
and sometimes we give up. 

New Year resolutions are 
a bit like that. We feel we 
ought to make them, because 
it is the beginning of another 
year. We will get up earlier, 
smoke/drink less — perhaps 
even go to church! But after 
a week or two, or even a 
day or two, we give up, and 
DON’T START AGAIN. 

There is the big mistake. 
We can’t be bothered, be- 
cause we think that we will 


only fail again. Two of the 
most famous Beginners Again 
were surely Robert the Bruce 
and his spider. “If at first 
you don’t succeed, try, try, 
TRY again!’’ 

One of the things about 
Christianity is that it believes 
in beginning again. However 
often we fail, it is NOT the 
end there is always another 
beginning. God does not 
condemn us, saying “That’s 
it, you’ve had it. That’s 
your last chance.” He is 
waiting to help us again. 
Remember the Prodigal Son? 
In modern parlance, we can 
“pick ourselves up, dust 
ourselves down, and start all 
over agin”. 

So maybe it is worth 
making at least TWO New, 
Year resolutions: to begin 
every day, to keep the other 
one! 

Diana Good 


Diana Good lives near Aylesbury. Her recently published 
book of poems , A Treasury of Dust , has already been 
reprinted , and is available from local bookshops or direct 
from her at Alwyn Orchard , Stone , Aylesbury HP 17 8RZ 
(£2.50 plus p&p). 
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Space for Prayer 


Oh Lord, you have given us your word for a light to shine 
upon our path. Grant us so to meditate on that word, and 
to follow its teaching. That we may find in it the light that 
shines more and more .until the perfect day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

(A collect for Candlemas from The Promise of His Glory, a new collection 
of alternative services and prayers for the season All Saints to Candlemas 
published by Church House Publishing/Mowbray (£5.50 soft cover, £16.95 
large format hardback) with the approval of the House of Bishops of the 
General Synod.) 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

David Winter , the Bishop's Officer for Evangelism and all 
who are directly concerned with evangelism in our Diocese ; 
our Church schools (Education Sunday: February 16); the 
work of the Diocesan Board of Finance ; our link Diocese of 
Sunderland ; preparations in Milton Keynes for the opening 
of the Church of Christ the Cornerstone ; the meeting of 
Diocesan Synod (February 29) and of General Synod 
(February 16-21). 


For Candlemas 

Short days 
Dyke filled 
Sodden clod 
Leaden skies 

A-weep to quench the lights 
Of Candlemas 

My winter-bonded soul 
is quicked 

Alerted to the waking year 
Of call and answer 

Slough off constricting caul 
Unbind 

Release your hold 
Regenerating Nature finds 
And sends to me 
Her Valentine 

Mary Philpot 


A UNIQUE INSTITUTE? 

We are the oldest established association for schizophrenia in this 
country and one of the first in the world. We celebrate our 21st 
birthday this year. In the intervening years we have learned a lot 
about schizophrenia. Write to us for nelp, advice or information. 

We have a help line (0248) 354048 in the daytime, 
continuing from 5-9 in the evenings (0248) 6/0379. 

Write to: Mrs Gwynneth Hemmings, 
International Centre for Schizophrenia, 

Bryn Hyfryd, The Crescent, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2AG. 

Registered Charity No: 287587 



NOW OPEN 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 

OPEN FROM 15.1.92 Mon-Sat 

G.B. Mikkelsen D.C. 
A.M. Marup D.C. 
Members of The British 
Chiropractic Association 

BACK PAIN? 
SHOULDER/NECK PAIN? 

CHIROPRACTIC CARE 
MAY HELP YOU 

The Willows, 

1st Floor, 27 London Road, 
High Wycombe, Rucks 
Tel: 0494 522368 (Appointments) 
Tel: 0494 524194 


< Cl 
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Worship with other faiths 


The ecumenical climate is 
currently being disturbed by 
the doubts of some 
evangelically minded persons 
as to the propriety of 
interfaith worship, especially 
in church buildings. It seems 
to me that the doubters are 
failing to appreciate who is 
Jesus. 

I would draw attention to 
the first epistle of St John, 
chapter 1, verses 1 to 4, and 
to the prologue to St John’s 
Gospel, verses 1 to 5 and 9 
to 11, all of which are 
summarised in the words of 
the Nicene creed: “We be- 
lieve in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God 
front true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. 
For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit He became in- 
carnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man.” 

Whoever takes Jesus as 
Lord is taking God as Lord, 
through the second Person 
of the Trinity, who is per- 
sonally identical with Jesus. 
Conversely, whoever takes 
God as Lord is taking Jesus 
as Lord. That is particularly 
clear when God is thought 
of through the metaphors of 
Light and of Wisdom, imma- 
nent in Nature. 

Surely we should be aim- 
ing at maximum collab- 
oration among all believers 
to alleviate the spiritual fam- 
ine in our land. 

G E Burleigh 
Charlbury, Oxon 

Acting 

Together 

A ‘Psychic Weekend’ was 
intended to take place in a 
Hungerford hotel on Novem- 
ber 30 and December 1. All 
kinds of ventures into the 
past and future through the 
medium of the Occult were 
widely advertised throughout 
the district. As a direct 
result of representations 
from all the members of 
Churches Together in 
Hungerford, together with a 
mass of personal prayers 
and letters from congrega- 
tions united in their common 
Christian beliefs, the 
organizers, a private com- 
pany from Nottingham, deci- 
ded that it was not suitable 
for the town and the event 
was cancelled. 

The invaluable backing of 
various professional bodies 
and other leading members 
of the community was also 
enlisted but, overall, it was 


an outstanding triumph for 
effective but un- 
selfconscious ecumenical ac- 
tion. Hopefully, others 
across the country will take 
heart from this example if 
they find themselves in a 
similar situation. 

Jocelyn Reavey, 
Media Link for Churches 
Together in Berkshire 


In that part of the world 
even now (and certainly 
then) women are not ac- 
counted of much import- 
ance. They are not too 
important in other Eastern 
countries either. So would 
not one expect that Jesus 
would have adopted the 
customs of his own time in 



God as 
Mother 

I am sorry that Colin Dobson 
(Letters, December DOOR) 
cannot accept the image of 
God as our Mother, because 
it is an image that many of 
us find helpful as we try to 
explain the real meaning of 
the Gospel to ourselves and 
to others. 

The maternal love of one’s 
own mother, wife, or daugh- 
ter can be a vivid picture of 
God’s caring love for the 
world. It is a shame if Colin 
Dobson cannot see this, and 
it looks like narrow- 
mindedness when he criti- 
cizes others for exploring an 
insight that he does not 
share. The real danger in 
his view, however, is not 
that it clouds our vision of 
God, but that it confuses 
our understanding of women 
and their place in God’s 
world. 

All human love is a poor 
imitation of the love of 
God, but we know that 
through his incarnation, 
Christ has taken our hopes, 
our fears, and our love with 
him to heaven. If we fail to 
recognize what is feminine 
and maternal in God, we 
are denying that the loving 
experiences of women are a 
valid part of this love of 
Christ, and ultimately deny- 
ing what is Christ-like in 
our sister Christians. 

Mike Spivey , 
Garsington f Oxford 

Women’s role 

Much is made of Jesus 
having been ‘made man’. 
He was born into a humble 
peasant family, spoke their 
language and adopted their 
customs. 


this regard also? He surely 
speaks to first century man. 
Those reporting him were 
certainly doing so. If we are 
to suppose that He was 
speaking to us, surely it can 
only be in general terms 
and not the particular. 

I just can’t see that what 
Jesus said on the subject 
can have any bearing on 
Woman’s role today, either 
in the Church or anywhere 
else. It is 2,000 years on, 
and things have moved on. 
I should think that probably 
God has noticed. 

F.V. Bale , 
Cookham , Berks 

Appointing 

clergy 

Is it not time the Church of 
England overhauled the an- 
tique procedures by which it 
appoints clergy to parishes. 

At Wootton-by-Wood- 
stock we are in an interreg- 
num. Our Rector announced 
his departure at Pentecost 
1991; by the sixth Sunday 
before Christmas we were 
informed that there had been 
“a useful meeting of the 
vacancy committee, as a 
result of which the patron is 
now able to advertise the 
vacancy”. If we are lucky 
we might have a parish 
priest by Easter. 

Why was the vacancy not 
advertised in June, when 
there was time to find a 
successor? No other business 
or organization would leave 
an important post unfilled 
for so long. 

As a lawyer and a son of 
a clergyman I know there 
are various legal constraints, 
and that technically there is 
no vacancy until the incum- 
bent has been inducted into 
his next benefice. But law 


can be changed. The General 
Synod is not noted for its 
reticence in interfering in 
other areas of Church life; 
perhaps a review of the 
appointments system would 
be a more constructive use 
of its time. 

Christopher W allworth, 
Woodstock , Oxon. 


All Age 
events 

I am anxious to discover 
details of any All Age events 
or services that have been 
held in the parishes of Dio- 
cese this December or Jan- 
uary, with a view to publish- 
ing the best of them for 
others to adapt and to use 
for themselves. Could any- 
one responding to this re- 
quest please send a summary 
of the event to me at St 
George’s House, Long Fur- 
long Drive, Slough, SL2 
2LX. I will then contact 
them for further discussion 
about the final presentation. 

Anne Faulkner 
Parish Development Adviser 
Sloughy Bucks. 


We welcome 
letters from our 
readers. 

However, the 
Editor reserves 
the right to 
abbreviate them 
when necessary! 


Notice to 
Advertisers 

All enquiries concerning ad- 
vertising in this newspaper 
should be directed to the 
publishers (Oxford Diocesan 
Publications Limited) through 
its printers (Goodhead Pub- 
lishing Limited). 

Advertisements are accept- 
ed and published upon the 
Conditions of Acceptance 
published from time to time 
by Goodhead Publishing 
Limited as if in those condi- 
tions the name of Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Limited 
were added to that of Good- 
head Publishing Limited and 
references throughout the re- 
mainder of the document 
amended accordingly; copies 
of the Conditions of Accept- 
ance are available from Good- 
head Publishing Limited upon 
request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan 
Limited and Goodhead Pub- 
lishing Limited for themselves, 
their servants or agents re- 
serve the right to make any 
alteration it or they consider 
necessary or desirable in an 
advertisement and to require 
blocks or copy to be amended 
to meet its or their approval. 


CORRYMEELA 

WAGING PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersal Christian Community which 
leels itself to be called to be an instrument of God’s peace. 
It works to break down barriers and build bridges between 
individuals and groups. “If Christianity has nothing to say 
about reconciliation, then it has nothing to say”, (the Revd 
Dr R. R. Davcy MBE. Founder of Corrymccla). 

CORRYMEELA LINK based in Great Britain, seeks to 
spread the vision, and support the work of the Corrymccla 
Community: it needs your help if its aim is to be realised. 

PLEASE support us with your prayers especially on 
CORRVMEELA SUNDAY which is held annually on the 
Sunday before St Patricks Day. 

Information and donations: 

Corrymccla Link 
ILO. Box 118 
READING 
RG1 1SL 

(Tel: 0734 589800) 




FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 


GENERAL ASSISTANT 

Required for one year for Residential Youth Centre which 
organises holidays for underprivileged children. 

It also provides conference facilities for church and youth 
groups. 

For job description and application form please 
write enclosing CV to 

Colin Moreton 


THE EATON DORNEY CENTRE 
THE VICARAGE, DORNEY, WINDSOR, 
BERKS SL4 6QS 


Samaritans 



ALONE? DEPRESSED? SUICIDAL? 

Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 31011 


Always there at the end ot the line 


URGENT 

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 

Christian Minister, wife and 4 children, 
recently returned from Australia, re- 
quires accommodation to rent or 
possibly purchase in Maidenhead or 
District. 

Please telephone 
0628 35737 or 0753 528421 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD. 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Attendance 


911 London Road, Loudwater 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


INDUSTRIAL MISSION IN 
BERKS, BUCKS, OXON 

GFS INDUSTRIAL 
CHAPLAIN 

COWLEY, OXFORD 

This is a challenging new post developing Industrial Mission 
work in the area ot Cowley Deanery, Oxford. With special 
concern for Women at Work and Women's issues. 

The post is funded by the Giris' Friendly Society, an Anglican 
charity committed to working with women and girls. 

Five year appointment. Stipend equivalent to curate / 
minimum incumbent in Diocese of Oxford. Maximum of 
£5,000 per annum available towards cost of housing. 

For informal discussion please contact The Revd Canon 
Ron Mitchinson on 0865 862535. 

Further details and application form from: 

Ann Lloyd, Personnel Officer, GFS and TF, 

126 Queen's Gate, London, SW7 5LQ. 

Closing date for applications: 7th February 1 992. 

Interviews will be held in Oxford on 
25th-26th February 1 992. 


HOUSEWORK 


TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 


Oxford (0865) 791 996 S 

(anytime) 

All staff referenced and insured 
LATEST EQUIPMENT, 

SAFE PRODUCTS 
EVERY AREA VISITED 


CHORES 








10 The Door, February 1992 



CHILD CARE 
ROMANIA 


is now actively recruiting volunteers to 
work in Romania for 8-12 week periods. 
Urgently needed are professional people 
from all the child care related professions. 
Please contact the CCR office if you 
would be interested in details: 

Reg Charity No 1002296 
4-5 Upper High Street, Thame, Oxon 0X9 3ES 
Tel/Fax: 084421 7772 


Chiltern Christian Training Programme 

CCTP, Room 12, Pembroke Centre, A mere ham & Wycombe College, Spring Lane, 
Flackwell Heath, Bucks HP10 9HE 

Tel: 0628 819099 ext 246 

Tom Smail • Nigel Wright • Andrew Walker 

C S Lewis Centre for the Study of Religion and Modernity 



Hard questions for the Renewal Movement from three of its friends 

Southcourt Baptist Church, Penn Road, Aylesbury 

(close to mainline BR and town centre bus station) 

Friday 27th March 7.30pm-9.45pm. Saturday 28th March 10.00am-4.00pm 

(with shared lunch) 

Individual enrolment £15.00 

* 5-9 booking together £12.00 each. * 10-20 booking together £10.00 each 
* 20+ booking together £8.00 each 

* (for groups booking together by Friday 14th February) 

Enrolment forms available from your minister, 

CCTP Link, or CCTP office 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 

D.E.S. Assisted places available 


RATCLIFFE COLLEGE 


BOARDING AND DAY HMC COLLEGE 
BOYS AND GIRLS 1 1 TO 18 
ENTRY 1 1+ TO 14+ & 6TH FORM 

Family Schools where the individual matters. 
Spacious Grounds • Excellent Facilities 
Conducted by the Rosminian Fathers 
The Pastoral care of our pupils rate as high priority. 
Forces and Family Discounts available. 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 1992 

For entry in September 1 992 
13+ (Form 3) Saturday 14th March 1992. 


For prospectus or visit please contact: 


Fr. L.G. Hurdidge. President. 
Ratcliffe College. Syston, Leicester LE7 8SG 
Telephone: (0509) 812522 





Luxury retirement 
apartments for all seasons. 


See our glorious Summer house at 
Priory Court, Stony Stratford, Bucks. 

A 2 bed retirement apartment at Priory Court 
offers warmth and security in the Winter and 
glorious sunshine in the Summer amid the historic 
surroundings of charming Stony Stratford, 
Buckinghamshire’s village for all seasons. Prices 
start from just £59,950. 

For a brochure telephone (0908) 568172 
between 11.30am and 4.30pm Fri to Mon (incl). 


ASPECTS OF PRIORY COURT 
No. 5 in a series of 5. 



££ . . The challenge and 


I tried to highlight some key financial objectives for the Diocese when I wrote in 
The DOOR last February. Since then I have been encouraged by the support 
these have received throughout the Diocese, particularly during my visits to 
deaneries and parishes. There is no substitute for personal contact! 

When I wrote last year, I commented on the low level of our personal giving — 
and this still concerns me. It is a problem which I believe the Church of England 
must continually address. God asks us to give joyously, and there are many 
parishes in the Diocese whose giving already reflects their true Christian 
commitment (to give). However, this is not the general pattern, even though we 
are one of the richest dioceses in England. The subject of giving will be a priority 
during the Bishop’s Visitations later this year, and I hope that there will be a 
generous response. 


Did you know that since October 1990 it ha? 
‘tax efficient’ lump sum donation by a me 
taxpayer signing a simply Gift Aid form allc 
to reclaim the income tax already paid on tli 
of £600 is immediately worth £800. What i? 
Gift Aid form now for a donation you mat 
still add on the extra tax bonus (unlike cov< 
back-dated). All church treasurers hav< 
information on Gift Aid. For further inform 
Aid forms, please contact the Stewardship A 
Diocean Church House, North Hinksey, Oxf< 


The Parish Share has 
been the subject of much 
debate in The DOOR 
and all over the Diocese. 
As you will read in the 
Budget commentary on 
this page, we can no 
longer rely on the same 
level of subsidy from the 
Church Commissioners 
this year and next year, 
and this is likely to be 
the pattern for the future. 
This presents us with 
both a challenge and an 
One diocese 
>lans to make 
Ficient by the 
end of the century. 

Our increase in the 
Parish Share this year 



Diocesan Board 
of Finance, 
addresses the 
parishes 


a 6.8 per cent) is con- 
jrab* 


lerably lower than we 
had predicted, and I hope 
this will be an encourage- 
ment to parishes who are 


struggling to meet their 
Share. However, 


there 

can be no room for 
complacency. The diffi- 
culties of a recession hit 
the church as they do 
other aspects of our lives. 


Assessment review 


The housing market is 
still flat, and looks like 
remaining so throughout 
1992. We have a number 
of properties which we 
need to sell to improve 
our Capital Fund, and at 
present this is not poss- 
ible. Some are being rent- 
ed out, but this does not 
help our cash flow. 

I also said last February 
that I hoped to improve 
the level of receipts from 
the Parish Share by asking 
parishes to pay in ten 
monthly instalments 
throughout the year. I 
have been very encourag- 
ed by the response. 

The Parish Assessment 
review carried out for 
1989/91 was a revision of 
the complicated method 
introduced in 1984 to 
decide how much each 
parish should pay. I must 
thank our three assessors, - 
Jo Warwick, Jack Foster 
and Stan Green for tack- 
ling this prodigious task 
with unflagging commit- 
ment. 

No exercise such as 
this, which is co-ordinated 
through the 29 deaneries 
and affects every parish 
in the Diocese, could 
expect to avoid some 
adverse comment. How- 
ever, now that we have 
completed the further 
comparisons made after 
the Diocesan Synod 
motion last November, 
we find that the system 
has been consistently ap- 
plied and there is no 
doubt that this has bden 
possible only because the 
team of assessors has 
been restricted to three, 
with one co-ordinating 
the whole exercise. 
Nevertheless, we ac- 
knowledge that we have 
much to learn and that 
we need to agree upon a 
new system which can be 
regularly updated so that 
there are fewer swings in 
the level of increase and 
decrease in the Share, 
and financial planning can 
be made easier for parish- 
es. 


At the June Synod I 
indicated that I would 
start a process of consul- 
tation to look at Parish 
Assessment. This was the 
subject of a questionnaire 
to all deaneries last sum- 
mer, and the response 
was mixed. I have now 
set up a small working 
party. It has an open 
brief and will report to 
the Bishop’s Council in 
December. The task is a 
demanding one, because 
consultation must include 
talking to other dioceses 
about their experiences. 

Fortunately, many of 
you in deaneries and par- 
ishes have already written 
making positive sugges- 
tions about a future as- 
sessment scheme, and I 
am grateful for your help. 
It gives the working party 
a sound platform from 
which to start. Members 
of the working party, 
which I shall be chairing, 
are: the Archdeacon of 


Buckingham, Mrs C 


mgl 

Lewis (Compton, Berks), 


T Garrud (Abingdon, 


ig a 

Berks Archdeaconry), the 


Revd S F B Heywood 
(Ellesborough, Bucks) 


and M Roache (Chipping 
Norton, Oxon). 


Communication 


Finally, I come back 
to the question of com- 
munication. Whatever 
our commitment to giv- 
ing, it is difficult to realise 
its full potential unless 
the reasons for the need 
to give are fully under- 
stood. Most people, for 
instance, accept that the 
main task of the Parish 
Share is to support the 
clergy in their work, but 
do they realise that many 
parishes do not contribute 
enough to cover this. 
There is much concern in 
the parishes about their 
contribution to Diocesan 
functions, boards and 
councils but are they 
aware how rigorously any 
request for additional ex- 
penditure is questioned, 
not only by the Board of 
Finance and its Planning 
and Budgets sub- 
committee, but also on 
your behalf at the Di- 
ocesan Synod? There are 
also regular reviews of 
expenditure in which your 
views, expressed through 
deanery motions to the 
Diocesan Synod are a 
key factor. 

I am confident that 
with a commitment to 
open and regular com- 
munication from the 
Board of Finance, we 
can tackle the difficult 
tasks that lie ahead. 
Meanwhile, I am very 
appreciative of all the 
support you have given 
in the past year and look 
forward to your continued 
help in the year to come. 


How our money is s 
- and where it come 


Every diocese has a budget for two main reasons — first to authorise 
all Diocesan expenditure and to fix the Parish Share, and secondly to 
be used to control the money as it is being spent The Diocese of 
Oxford’s 1992 total expenditure is just over £10 million. It breaks 
down into four main areas: 


£million 

A Parochial ministry ........7.6 

B Supporting the parochial ministry 1.4 

C Ministry in the wider community 0.5 

D Supporting the wider Church 0.6 


The Parish Share provides £6.05 million towards this, the difference 
being made up of ’outside income’ £3.9 million, and use of £0.2 
million from our reserves. The Share is the amount each parish is 
asked to pay towards this. Most of the money comes from individual . 
church members through regular giving. 



Church Commissioners 


The Church Commissioners is probably the most misun- 
derstood organization in the Church of England! It has two 
main roles : . 

/. To provide income to help with the cost of clergy. 

In 1 990 it provided £69 million towards clergy stipends and housing, £53 million to provide clergy pensii 
including staff and housing. In 1992 the Oxford Diocese expects to receive £1.9 million from the Church 
on these subsidies is uncertain. The Church Commissioners’ investment income will not grow so fast it 
economic downturn, and clergy pensions will take a greater proportion, so allocations to dioceses on 
Moreover, Oxford is a comparatively wealthy area compared with, say, Liverpool, Bradford or Shi 
dioceses that the Commissioners are likely to try and maintain their allocation. 

2. To act as a legal guardian of the Church of England on behalf of the nation. 

The Church of England is the established church and so everyone has the right to use it. So when cha 
involved or there are plans to buy and sell or close churches, the Commissioners have to be consulted i 
it bluntly, the Commissioners are there to protect the public from the wilder schemes of PCCs, diocei 


Learning to be open 


I was brought up in a Christian 
home, and always had to put 
something from my pocket money 
in the collection plate on Sunday. 
The rule of thumb was the tithe 
— 10 per cent. When I went out 
to work I still went to church, so 
carried on putting money in the 
plate. I was saving for a motor 
bike, so I don’t think I gave very 
much. 


needed, and lots, lots more I 
wanted. We still gave to the 
church, but it began to feel like a 
burden. There was no pleasure in 
it. 


I’ve never earned very much, 
and when we bought our first 
house our second baby was on 
the way and interest rates went 
up at least once in the first year. 
There were so many things we 


There was no blinding light, 
but gradually I noticed that I 
became less generous and more 
self-centred in everything. As a 
result I even began to like myself 
less. (1. Corinthians 8.2. ‘The 
troubles they have been through 
have tried them hard, yet in all 
this they have been so exuberantly 
happy that from the depths of 
their poverty they have shown 
themselves lavishly open handed.’) 


h 

L 

h 
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nd the opportunity . . ££ 


ober 1990 it has been possible to make a 
nation by a method called Gift Aid? A 
ft Aid form allows the church or charity 
eady paid on the donation, so that a gift 
i £800. What is more, you could sign a 
•nation you made in January 1991, and 
nus (unlike covenants which may not be 
reasurers have been circulated with 
• further information, or supplies of Gift 
; Stewardship Adviser (David Haylett) at 
h Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 


Why does General Synod 
cost us so much? 


f is spent 
;omes from 



» provide clergy pensions and £5 million far bishops 
Llion from the Church Commissioners. The outlook 
trill not grow so fast in the next few years due to the 
ations to dioceses on average will be going down. 
>ool, Bradford or Sheffield. It will be to the latter 


3 use it. So when changes to parish boundaries are 
lave to be consulted and give their consent. To put 
anes of PCCs, dioceses and bishops! 


As we grapple with our parish budgets 
in the next few months, that question is 
bound to be raised. Where does all the 
money go? Is it necessary? Why does 
it keep going up? There will be many 
different views on the usefulness of the 
General Synod (GS). But it may help if 
we have some basic facts to inform our 
discussions. 

The total GS budget for 1992 is just 
over £1 3 million. Just over £1 million 
comes from central Church sources, so 
the amount which has to be raised by 
Church members is actually just over 
£1 2 million — about 20p per week per 
Church member. 

How that amount is spent is shown in 
the chart About half — £6.1 million 
— is spent on training for the ministry. 

This is the cost of selecting and training 
our future parish clergy. This cost has 
risen in recent years, as local authori- 
ties have made less money available in grants to 
ordinands. So nowadays a much higher propor- 
tion of training costs have to be met by the Church 
itself. And we all know that we could do with even 
more ordinands so that we can have more clergy in 
the parishes. * % . 

In our Diocesan Budget, that training part of our 
contribution to GS is put under parochial ministry 
since it is essential to the maintenance of the 
ministry. But what of the rest - the other £6 
million? This is mostly spent on the Synod’s 
boards and councils, as the second pie chart shows. 
What do these do, apart from argue with each other 
and pass resolutions we may not agree with? 
The boards and councils provide advice and 
support to the dioceses and parishes in their 
particular areas — education, social respon- 
sibility, mission and evangelism, care of 
churches, hospital chaplaincies and so on. 
They also help the Church, and particularly 
bishops, to respond to government and me- 
dia inquiries as, for example, on the govern- 
ment’s plans for schools and for the health 
service, or the need for reform of prisons or 
Sunday trading. 

Many of us want our Church to give a lead to 
the nation and our bishops to ‘speak out* on 
important social issues like abortion, aid to 
the Third World, hospital reforms, the home- 
less. If the C of E’s contributions to public 
debate and its case to Government are to 
carry weight, they need to be properly researched 
and presented. This means employing specialist 
staff — and staff costs arc the main part of the 
central church budget. 

What of the General Synod itself? The costs of 
its meetings are relatively small in comparison 
(£1.2 million or 20 per cent) but the Synod has 
resolved to reduce the number of days on which it 



meets as its contribution to the containing of 
costs. This will, of course, mean that it will take 
longer for some things to be decided. 

Last, but not least, the GS gives about £3/4 
million in grants to bodies like the Anglican 
Consultative Council (which links Anglican 
churches across the world) and ecumenical bod 
ies like Churches Together in England, the Coun- 
cil of Churches for Britain and Ireland and the 
WCC. 

Taken together, the £12 million that GS costs is 
about 4 per cent of ordinary parish share income. 
Strenuous efforts are being made — and need to 
be made — to contain these costs because we all 
know how tight the financial position in the 
parishes and dioceses is. Costs could, no doubt, 
be cut further but then less could be done, and 
dioceses and parishes could well find themselves 
having to pay out in different ways. The Church’s 
mission could well suffer as a result As an 
illustration, work on the Decade of Evangelism, 
and follow-up to the reports Faith in the City and 
Faith in the Countryside. 

We examine our church budgets very critically 
to ensure that no more money is asked for than is 
really needed and that what is given is wisely 
spent That is right and proper. It* s good steward- 
ship. But do we do the same for our personal 
budgets? What proportion of my income is given 
to the Lord’s work? 

As we compare what we give to what we 
spend on other things, what does that say about 
the priority we actually give to our faith? 

By the way, what can you buy these days for just 
20p a week? 

Philip Giddings. 
Philip Giddings is a General Synod member and 
also Lay Chairman of our Diocesan Synod, lie 
lectures in politics at Reading University. 


How we stirred things up 
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I don’t know when the change 
came, it was so gradual and I 
think I’m still miles away from 
what people call sacrificial giving. 
I just about manage 10 per cent 
of my net income. No great 
miracles either, but I think open- 
handed has led bit by bit to being 
more open-hearted, and on the 
whole I find myself more pleasant 
to live with. 

Keith Lamdin 

Keith is Team Leader of the 
Diocesan Department of Parish 
Resources. He is married to Ruth 
and they have three sons. 


Stir Up Sunday, the last Sunday before 
Advent, is becoming an important date 
for St Mary’s, Princes Risborough. 
Although we have practised Christian 
Stewardship for many years, it was in 
November 1990 that the first Stewardship 
Sunday was held — to make an annual 
individual recommitment of our time, 
talents and money. 

In 1990 a letter of explanation and a 
reply-form were sent to all church 
members who were invited to return 
the reply-form as a pledge at any 
service on Stewardship Sunday as part 
of the offertory. We wrote to 160 
people. There were 77 replies, of which 
15 were new offers of practical help and 
33 were increased financial pledges (28 
were covenanted). The total increase in 
pledged giving was £6,700, including 
recoverable tax. 

When planning our 1991 Stewardship 
Sunday we tried hard to improve on the 
previous year. In the letter we gave a 
report on the previous results, as well 
as outlining our present financial position 


and future needs. 

We wrote to 184 people, and received 
the same number of replies as in 1990, 
77. Again, there were 15 new offers of 
help and 34 new or increased financial 
pledges. The total increase in giving, 
including recoverable tax, was £6,000. 
The main difference was that most of 
the replies were returned on Stewardship 
Sunday, and the congregation was invit- 
ed to bring their pledges up to the 
altar. As our guest preacher, David 
Haylett, the Diocesan Stewardship Advi- 
ser, remarked afterwards: “I found the 
sight of all those people streaming up 
to the altar clutching their brown 
envelopes very impressive and moving, 
and I am sure it must have had an 
effect on those who took part.” It 
certainly was a memorable occasion, 
and one which we hope will become an 
annual event. 

Debby Cadwallader 
Mrs Cadwallader is a member of the 
Stewardship Committee of St Mary*s t 
Princes Ris boro ugh. 


JUST GOLF 

111 OLD BATH ROAD, CHARVIL |0734) 340343 

Welcome Food Pack 

Detached three double bedroom, three bathroom, 
luxury air conditioned villa. 

Villa Martine Golf Urbanization 
Three Golf Courses 

Between Alicante and La Manga 

Accommodation prices per week October 1991 — September 1992 
2 people sharing — £90 per person 4 people sharing — £60 per person 
6 people sharing — £50 per person 

• Satellite TV • Reduced Golf Fees • Air fares and car hire can be arranged by Just 
Golf if required • Parties of 10 catered for • With golf matches against local English 
residents # Entry to local competitions arranged # 


PLANNING A DESIGN 

A complete service 

DOMESTIC OR 
COMMERCIAL 

M & E Installation/As fitted. 
Architectural plans. 
Local authority approvals 
obtained if required. 

DEVACO COMPUTING 
SERVICES 
Tel. 0494 485174 



ST DEINIOL’S 
RESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY 

HA WARDEN (near Chester) 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 
1992 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND 
HIS ORDER 

Br Anselm SSF, Dr Michael Robson 
OFM Conv, Dr Denys Turner, Dr 
Colin Richmond, Fr Maurice Sheehan 
OFM Cap 
20-27 June 

Full Board, Lectures and Tours £250 

THE CHRISTIAN 
ENCOUNTER WITH OTHER 
FAITHS 

Revd Alan Race, Rabbi Dr Norman 
Solomon, Bishop Kenneth Cragg 
27 July-7 August 

Full Board, Lectures and Tours £329 
GREEK IN A WEEK 
Revd John Dobson, author of ‘Learn 
New Testament Greek'. 

8-15 August 

Full Board and Classes £220 
For bookings and further details, 
please write to: 

The Booking Secretary 
St Deiniol's Library, 

Ha warden, Clwyd CH5 3DF 
Tel: 0244 532350 


nay 

LHNP 

CHRI5TMN TOURS 


EDUCATIONAL TOURS 

to ESEAEL 

FOR MINISTERS AND 
GROUP ORGANISERS 

7 subject to cr iditions). 

Includes visits to Holy Sites 
in Israel, Hotels and 
Leadership Seminars to 
better equip you to lead your 
own group. Please request 
Educational Brochure. 
Enquiries also welcomed 
from Readers and those in 
training wishing to join our 
Readers' 125th Celebration 
Tour. Please request 
Readers' Tour Brochure. 


Holy Land Christian Tours 
FREEPOST, 
Bedford MK40 1QG. 
Tel: (0234) 349512 
(24-hour Answerphone) 


Retirement apartments 
youTl soon warm to. 



Priory Court, Stony Stratford, Bucks. 

From your 2 bedroom apartment at Priory Court, 

you can amble along to one of Stony Stratford’s 

many traditional inns and reflect on life in one of 

Buckinghamshire’s most historic and welcoming 

villages. Prices start from just £59,950. 

For a brochure telephone (0908) 568172 

between 11.30am and 4.30pm Fri to Mon (incl). 

ASPECTS OF PRIORY COURT 
No. 4 in a series of 5. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care service 
to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

# counselling after abortion 

# housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 

Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 

Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 


Save tbelMbamChild 


12*5 


Bracknell 421905 
Oxford 727435 
Slough 23122 


High Wycombe 
448544 

Reading 581699 


UNBELIEVABLE — But true! 


Cecatre screws are “unshreddable” 
(Ideal for non-musclemen and Lady DIYers) 



No more stabbed or hammered fingers! 

No unsightly shredded or proud screw heads! 
Put screws in with either hand! 

These square drive screws never slip off their 
drivers and need a fraction of the strength needed 
for ordinary or pozi screws. 

DIY will never be the same again! 

Starter packs £6.95 (in p&p) 

For more information please send to: 

EXPERT EXPORTS LTD 

7 Lynwood Avenue, Windhill, 
Shipley, West Yorks, BD18 1HE 


or telephone for immediate attention 

( 0274 ) 580253 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Garden Seats or Memorial Seats in 
English Oak 

Hand made by 
craftsmen in our 
own workshops. 

For details and 
price list contact: 

MERRITT & FRYERS LTD. 

Firth Street Works, Skipton, 

North Yorkshire Tel: 0756 792485 



UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FHES Member) 


CCONSULTUS 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours 
need help in the home? 

If so "Consult us" 

for resident, temporary or long 
term care of the elderly, the 
sick and the young at home. 
Nurses, housekeepers, 
companions, nannies and 
mothers' helps. 
CONSULTUS AGENCY 
17 London Road 
Tonbridge. Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 
(0732) 355231 


J. K. BRYER 

CARPET FITTING 



★ Good quality range of carpets available 

★ Supplied and fitted by a professional carpet fitter 

★ Also all types of carpet fitting work undertaken 
including adaptions and re-stretching 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

(0993] 708609 j_ 


KOV E R 


Lex Rover 


MOTABIUTY 

SPECIALISTS 


For Motability from 
Minis to Montegos 
WHERE ELSE? 

THE HOME OF ROVER CARS 

FOR NEW & USED CARS 

128 BRIDGE RD, MAIDENHEAD 
in fi9<n OPEN 7 DAYS 

\ 130 £. 0 ) Weekdays 8.30am-7pm 
O O -4 qq Sat 8.30am-5.30pm 

OO lOO Sun 10am-4pm (View Only) 


LADY NUFFIELD 
HOME 

The Lady Nuffield Home is a friendly residential home caring 
for 28 residences; all have their own room. Close to local 
shops, amenities and on city centre bus route. 

Further details from MRS BERYL HOLT RGN, 
NDN, 165 Banbury Rd, Oxford, 0X2 7AW. 

Telephone: 

OXFORD (0865) 58044 


{ ou ntry {ousins 

k Emergency Mothers Esi. 1959 

Employment Bureau 




THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDES 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business Trips 
ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible T efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

Posts 2-4 weeks, Residential, Good Salaries 
Telephone for full information 
24 Hour Answering Service. 


* 


HEAD OFFICE REGION 
0403 210415 Windsor 
0904 631369 colchestei 


MIDLANDS REGION SOUTH 

LUTTERWORTH 0455 558858 PLYMOUTH 

CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 BATH 

SHREWSBURY 0743 353934 yeovil 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 

10A Market Square, Horsham, West Sussex, 


0753 832818 
:r 0206 768659 

I WEST REGION 

0752 346636 
0225 428438 
0935 410343 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and Independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £1 70 per week 
DHSS funded residents welcome. 
Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long, Short and Respite Care 

Tel. HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 445100 




RESIDENTIAL CARE 

• Warm homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, Supportive professional staff 

• Short and Long stay. • Easily accessible garden 

• Living room with open fireplace • Latest modern aids 

• Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 


A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


PILGRIMAGES TO 
LOURDES 

For details contact the Pilgrimage leader 
or 

ST PETER’S PILGRIMS 

87a Rushey Green, Catford, SE6 4BC 

Tel 081-698 3788 


ATOLNo. 1536 


CHARNEY MANOR 

A Quaker Conference Centre near Wantage 

Events in 1992 

Balancing Family and Work Feb 21 -23 

Contemplation in a World of Action May 29-31 

Creative Responses to Conflict in Schools Sept 1 8-20 

Alternatives to Violence Basic Workshop October 23-25 

Health Care in Africa: Choices about Aid Dec 1 2 

For information about these and other events at Charney Manor, 
please contact 

Resident Friends on (0235) 868206 

or write to 

Charney Manor, Charney Bassett, 

Wantage 0X12 OEJ 


SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

COVERDALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 
private garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
landscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy, but they 
have the assurance of an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels” and laundry service are 
available as and when required. There is a communal guest suite 
which eases the burden of hospitality. 

The houses are of different size (from one to three bedrooms) 
and design, but they are all built to the same high quality. They 
are to be sold on a long lease of 125 years. 

Prospectuses are available. Inspection is invited. Please 
telephone in the first instance: Chris and Hilary Wharton, 0935- 
72102. One of the first residents has kindly said that he will 
answer any informal queries in confidence; telephone: 0935- 
77835. 

It has just been announced that Coverdale Court has received 
the 1991 RIBA/DoE Housing Design Award for the South-West 
Region. 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 




Recently awarded the regional level of the Housing Design 
Award, this beautiful 16tn Century Manor House is designed 
specifically for those seeking choice, independence and long- 
term security during retirement. Fully registered care facilities 
including 24 hour nursing care in tranquil riverside setting. 
Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, libraiy, licensed bar. 
Apartments for couples, all accommodation en suite. Superb 
leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, fishing, 
croquet etc. 

Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, convales- 
cent and post operative care. 

Holiday breaks also available. 

For further details please contact Shirley Lefort 
The Old Prebendal House, 
Shipton-under-Wychwood, Oxford, 0X7 6BQ 

Tel: (0993) 831888 
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Islands of retreat 



As you tiptoe around the ruined 
abbey on Holy Island, Northum- 
bria, or march the wild and woolly 
circumference of the Welsh is- 
land of Bardsey, something stops 
you short. You scan the horizon, 
or perhaps you lie fora 
moment and gaze sky- 
ward in awe of the 
beauty and calm. 

But these islands 
have something spe- 
cial. You walk on, your 
smile broadening with 
every step. Then you 
break into song, care- 
less of passers-by. But 
again you stop. Sud- 
denly, you understand: 

God is here. 

Holy Island (or Lin- 
disfame), Bardsey Is- 
land and Iona, off the 
west coast of Scotland, 
have been at the very 
heart of Christianity in 
Britain since the earli- 
est pagan conversions. 

Early monasteries sur- 
vived attack time and 
again. If they were de- 
molished, devout 
monks rebuilt strong- 
er ones. These serene- 
ly beautiful islands of 
God have become 
places where modem 
Christians retreat to be 
renewed and refreshed 
in His presence. 

Iona: In 563 Columba 
and 12 followers sailed 
from Ireland to Iona. It 
was an ideal mission- 
ary base from which 
to convert the pagan 
Piets of the north. Iona 
suffered badly under the Danes. 
Many monks were slaughtered, 
and the monastery was destroyed. 
But a few surviving monks re- 
built it on a better site, where the 
abbey church now stands. The 
National Trust for Scotland now 
owns the island. The local com- 
munity is still a crofting one. 

The Iona Community, founded 
by George MacLeod, seeks new 
and radical ways of living the 
Gospel in the world today, with a 
strong commitment to peace and 
justice. There are 175 members 
living and working throughout the 
world. The Community runs re- 
treats for people of all denomina- 
tions. For details write to David 
Ireson, Church Farm, Church End, 
Standlake, Oxon 0X8 7SG, or to 


by Valerie Dunn 


book a retreat write to The Abbey, 
Isle of Iona, Argyll, PA76 6SN. 
You can also retreat to The Bish- 


ers. Like Iona, the island was rav- 
aged by the Danes. Eventually, 
they were forced to leave, taking 


op’s House, Isle of Iona, Argyll 
PA76 6SJ, telephone 06817 306. 
This is not run by the Iona Com- 
munity, but works closely with it. 

Holy Island, or Lindisfarne: Lin- 
disfame was founded by St Aidan 
in 635. Aidan, who came from 
Iona, began a mission which earned 
the region the name ‘The Cradle of 
Christianity ’ . Later in the century, 
under Aidan ’s successor, Finan, 
the island became THE centre for 
spiritual, intellectual and evangel- 
ical activity. In 664, the well-loved 
Cuthbert became Prior and later 
Bishop.The famous Lindisfarne 
Gospels were produced by the 
monks during the Bishopric of Ead- 
frith, 698-72 1 . The designs are still 
used today by church embroider- 


with them a few precious relics 
including the remains of their dear 
Cuthbert and the Gospels. The 
monks wandered the north, even- 
tually settling in Chester-le-Street. 

In 1082 a community of Bene- 
dictine monks settled on Holy Is- 
land, restoring its spiritual life. 
Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the 
Monasteries put an end to four 
centuries of peace. Lindisfarne 
Abbey is open all year round, the 
Castle from Easter to October. Re- 
treats: The Marygate Trust, 
Marygate House, Holy Island, Ber- 
wick-upon-TweedTDl 5 2SD, tel- 
ephone 0289 830213. 

Bardsey Island, the Isle of the 
Saints: Some 20,000 saints are 
said to be buried on Bardsey Is- 


land. A monk, Einion Frenhin, is 
said to have founded the first re- 
treat in 420. St Cadvan, from Brit- 
tany, built the first church in the 
6th century. For generations, Bard- 
sey thrived as a religious retreat. 

After the Dissolution, 
the buildings passed 
into lay hands but the 
island has always re- 
mained a Godly place. 
An 18th century visi- 
tor wrote of the men 
who rowed him over 
that they seemed “tinc- 
tured with the piety of 
the place”. 

Bardsey is now 
owned and managed 
by the Bardsey Island 
Trust. The Revd Chris- 
topher Armstrong is 
the chairman of the 
Chapel and Retreats 
Committee. Write to 
him at The Vicarage, 
Cropthome, Pershore, 
Worcs WR10 3NB. 
The committee can 
make small subsidies 
for some religious re- 
treats. Or you can write 
to the Trust Officer, 
Dafydd Thomas, Sta- 
bal Hen, Tyddyn Du, 
Criccieth, Gwyned 
LL52 0LY. 

Other islands 
of retreat: 

Caldey Island , off 
Tenby: A community 
of 20 Cistercian monks 
welcome up to 20 
guests at once between 
Easter and October. 

A small guest house attached to 
the monastery is for men only, and 
is open all year round. Contact the 
Guestmaster, Caldey Abbey, Ten- 
by SA70 7UH. 

Isle of Cumbrae, in the Firth of 
Clyde. The Cathedral and Colle- 
giate Church of the Holy Spirit 
was founded in the middle of the 
last century. It is the smallest ca- 
thedral in Britain. Now these build- 
ings offer a place for peace and 
spiritual renewal. Groups, indi- 
viduals and families welcome. 
Contact: The College, Millport, 
Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE, tel. 
0475 530353. 

# Photo above of Bardsey 
Island by Rose Hallam 


Or if you seek retreat 
in our own Diocese... 

BERKSHIRE 

Convent of St John the Baptist, Hatch Lane, Windsor, Berks SL4 3QR Tel. 
0753 850618. The community welcomes groups or individuals for retreats, 
conferences, parish weekends etc. 

Elmore Abbey, Church Lane, Speen, Newbury, Berks RG13 ISA 
Tel. 0635 33080. The community is both Benedictine and within the Church of 
England. A small four-bedroom guesthouse and a four-bed dormitory are open 
to men only for residential retreats. Women are welcome for quiet days. 
Ascot Priory , Priory Road, Ascot, Berks SL5 8RT Tel. 0344 882067 
The Society of the Holy Trinity welcomes guests and group personal retreats 
St Cassion’s Centre, Kintbury, Newbury, RG15 0SR Tel. 0488 58267 
A Community of De La Salle Brothers. Groups of young people take part in 
Christian Living experiences, leadership courses, retreats. Family weekends 
Society of the Precious Blood, Burnham Abbey, Lake End Road, Taplow, 
Maidenhead, Berks Tel. 0628 604080 

Groups of up to 10 are welcome for day retreats or the small guest house can 
sleep up to five individuals for private retreat. Counselling and spiritual 
direction offered on informal basis. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

The Cherwell Centre, 14/16 Norham Gardens, Oxford 0X2 6QB 

Tel. 0865 52106. The Cherwell Centre is a conference and retreat centre for 
young people run by the Sisters of the Society of the Holy Child Jesus. It offers 
talks, lectures, socials, mid-week events, study weekends and retreats. 
Stanton House, Stanton St John, Oxford 0X9 1HQ Tel. 086 735 8807 
Stanton House offers hospitality to those seeking refreshment of spirit, mind and 
body. Priority is given to those actively involved in working for the Christian 
faith.Staffed by the Stanton House Community. 

The Community of St Mary the Virgin, St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxon 0X12 9DJ Tel. 02357 60170. 

This community of Anglican Sisters welcomes those wanting to stay for a few 
days in an environment of regular prayer, silence and meditation. The sisters 
offer spiritual direction. 

Charney Manor, Charney Bassett, Wantage OX12 OEJ 0235 868206 
The manor at Charney, part of which dates back to the 13th century, is owned 
by the Society of Friends. It offers conference facilities to groups and is a place 
for Quaker retreats. The Gilletts is a large cottage in the manor grounds available 
to groups or individuals at a modest charge. 

Community of St Clare, St Mary’s Convent, Freeland 0X8 8AJ 
Tel. 0993 881225. The Old Parsonage adjoining Freeland Parish Church 
accommodates nine guests and the convent chaplain, usually a brother of the 
Society of St Francis. Day groups of up to 15 are also welcome. 

The Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill, Oxford OX1 5HB Tel. 0865 730183 
The aim is to ‘provide a place of prayer and peace for all who seek to know God 
and understand his action in their lives’. The Carmelite Community welcomes 
guests to join in the round of prayer and worship. A programme of retreats if 
offered: preached, individually-guided and private. 

The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Oxfordshire 0X14 4AF 
Tel. 0235 847401. The home of an ecumenical community which brings 
together people to explore complex issues. A full programme of retreats, short 
courses and conferences is on offer. 

Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 5DH 

Tel. 049 1 64 1 543. Offers a programme of led retreats and creative days called 
Time for Reflection. There is room for up to 16 guests in this beautiful 17th 
century hall, and reception rooms for self-catering day groups. 

Community of St Katharine of Alexandria, Parmoor, near Frieth, Henley- 
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 6NN Tel. 0494 881037. This small community 
welcomes guests on personal retreat. Counselling and spiritual direction. 
Groups are welcome for quiet days and times of relaxation. 

Community of the Sisters of the Love of God, Convent of the 
Incarnation, Fairacres, Oxford OX4 1TB Tel. 0865 721301. 

Limited facilities for guests to share in prayer, silence and worship. 

The Society of St John the Evangelist, 228 Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 1SE Tel 
0865 2481 16. One or two guests are welcome for personal retreat. Spiritual 
direction and counselling are available. 

All Saints Convent, St Mary’s Road, Oxford OX4 1RU Tel. 0865 249127 
The Society of All Saints Sisters of the Poor offer personal retreats and 
counselling, small conference facilities, and speaking & preaching. 

Burford Priory, Priory of Our Lady, Burford, Oxon OX8 4SQ 
Tel. 0993 823141. The Benedictine Community and the Salutation of St Mary 
the Virgin have limited accommodation for guests. Spiritual direction and 
counselling . 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Society of the Sacred Mission, Willen Priory, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK15 

9NA Tel. 0908 663749. 

Individuals welcome for personal retreat. Counselling & spiritual direction. 


Bardsey: A Place of 
Pilgrimage is a new illus- 
trated pamphlet by Canon 
Donald Allchin of Oxford. 
Send £1.50 (cheques pay- 
able to the Bardsey Island 
Trust) with an A5 stamp- 
ed (28p) addressed enve- 
lope to: The Revd Chris- 
topher Armstrong, The 
Vicarage, Pershore, 
Worcs WR10 3NB. 


National Retreat Association 

' I he National Retre at Association is drawn fro m 
five Christian deno m inations: Anglican , Roman 

Catholic , Methodist, Baptist, United Reformed. 

The Vision, the NR.A. journal , costs £1.80 from 
major book shops (£2 . 50 from the NRA.) and 

includes up-to-date information about retreats 

throughout the country . Contact: "The NRA, 

Liddon House, 24 South A udlcy Street , London 
W 1 V 5DL or tel: 071-493 3534. 

Sharing God is the NRA’s first conference from 
Mon d a y June 1 to Thursday 4 , 1992. Speakers are 

Bishop Richard Holloway and Sister Lavinia Byrne 
1 13 V M . It’s at the 14 ayes Conference Centre , 

SwanicR, Derbyshire and costs £78. A pply to the 
Conference 1 992 Secretary at the NRA at the 

ahov'e address. 

Centre of Prayer 
and Retreats 

yf/iYy/ Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill, 
XW Oxford 0X1 5HB 

Telephone Oxford (0865) 730183 

• Set in the woodlands of Boars Hill, 
with excellent views of Oxford city and 
the surrounding countryside. • Extensive 
and varied programme of retreats through- 
out the entire year, details available on 
request. • Private Retreatants always 
welcome • Facilities available for groups: 
both residential and non-residential. • 
All guests welcome to join the resident 
community for Mass and Prayer. • 
People of all Religious backgrounds 
welcome. • Facilities Include: • Chapel 

• Dining Room • Two conference 
rooms (40 reople each). • 29 bedrooms, 
many of whch may be twin-bedded when 
needed. • Chapel, Dining Room, both 
Conference looms and the majority of 
bedrooms aie at ground floor level. 

For further information contact, The 
Retreat Secretary at the above address 


RETREATS AT 
ST MARY’S 
CONVENT, 
WANTAGE 
Sep 18th-20th 

Sr Barbara Thomas CSMV 
& The Revd David Platt 
‘In stillness and silence is your strength.' 
Healing and awareness through the senses. 

Dec 1st-3rd 

. Sr Maty Clare CSMV 
Retreat for the deaf and hard of hearing. 
(There may be a certain amount of ‘signing’ 
during the addresses). 

Apply to the Guest Sisters, 
St Mary’s Convent, 
Wantage, Oxon 0X12 9DJ 
Phone: (02357) 60170 

J 


February 13 Drop-in-day. 10-4 Walk into quietness 
Relax and contemplate in the silence, or read, 
draw, write and pray, and be at peace — lunch 
provided. Mid-day Eucharist Donation 

February 24-28. Prayer & Painting — Canon 
Charles Shells & Sr. Pamela CSJB £75 

March 13-15. Preached retreat — Hie Rt Revd 
Mark Green former Bishop of Aston £35 

March 17. Drop- in -day (see February). 

April 30. Drop-in-day (see February). 

May 8-10. Open retreat: Chnst Owned Relaxation 
and Stillness — Wanda Nash £35 

May 18-22. Training the Trainers midweek work- 
shop (for prospective leaders of retreats, quiet 
days and prayer workshops) — John Ford and 
team £90 

May 26. Drop-in-day (see February). 

Jaly 18-24. Do you have a vocation to the 
Religious Life? An opportunity to share in our life 
and worship — ages 21-50 £36 

Sister-in-Charge of Retreats, 
Convent of St John Baptist, 

Hatch Lane, Windsor, Berks SL4 3QR 
(0753)850618 


RETREATS ON 
BARDSEY 
ISLAND '92 

May 30-June 6 

Fr Lister Tonge CR (& Sue Cash) 
Goodsnaw Vicarage, 
Goodshawfold Road, Rossendale, 
Lancs BB4 8QN 
June 13-19 
Christopher Armstrong 
(& Penelope Eckersley) 

The Vicarage, Cropthorne, 
Pershore, WR10 3NB 
Prayer & Communion in 'the isle 
of resurrection'. 

June 20-27 
Esther & Victor de Waal 
Cwn Cottage, Rowlstone, Pontrilas, 
Herefordshire HR2 ODP 
An interpreted retreat which will 
include prayer, study based on Celtic 
themes, and work for the island. 


CHRISTIAN 
PILGRIM TOURS 

Holidays to the Holy Land planned 
with you in mind 

★ Competitive Prices ★ Group Concessions 
★ Personalised Itineraries Planned 
★ Minimum 3 Star Hotels 
Write now or phone for details 
12 Lawrence Road, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 4JB 

Tel/Fax: 061-483 9328 


PAINTING 



& PRAYER 


Have you ever thought of a Painting 
and Prayer retreat? They are held 
at beautiful centres in Britain and 
abroad, with chaplains and tutors. 
Ecumenical atmosphere. All levels 
of ability — beginners especially 
welcome. Write sending a 6' x 9' 
s.a.e. to 

Bill Erickson 

Painting and Prayer (Dept 14), 
111 Midford Road, Combe Down, 
Bath BA2 5RX 


ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, 
OXFORD 

is hoping to appoint a 

Youth Leader 

from August or September 1992. The 
post will be full-time and would suit a 
post graduate/pre-ordination candi- 
date. The work is well established 
and the successful applicant would 
work alongside a curate and as part 
of a large leadership team. 
Details available from: 

The Rev Robert Key, 

St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road, Oxford OX2 6UG. 
Tel: Oxford 311212 
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diocesan 

YEARBOOK iff 
1992 EDITION f 

The Official listing of Parishes, Deaneries & 
Archdeaconries, with addresses and ’phone 
numbers of Clergy, Church Wardens and 
Parish Officers, Bishops, Archdeacons, Di- 
ocesan Staff and Church House resources. 
Also included is a comprehensively revised list 
of Church Organisations in the Diocese, and 
the revised Diocesan Information File. 


To: Mrs Mandy Young, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 


Name: 


Address: 


Please send me copies of the 

Yearbook priced £7.50 (or £5.00 for 
Parish Officers). 

I enclose a cheque for £ inc p/p. 


KEBLE COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 

BI-CENTENARY OF THE 
BIRTH OF JOHN KEBLE 
(1792-1866) 

A series of public lectures on the 
theme The English Religious Tradition 
and the genius of Anglicanism’ has 
been organised to mark this 
anniversary. The lectures will be given 
at 5.00pm on the following Tuesdays 

1 1 February 

WYCLIFFE 

Professor Anne Hudson FBA 
Professor of Medieval English and 
Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford 

18 February 

THOMAS CRANMER 

Professor Patrick Collinson FBA 
Regius Professor of Modem History, 
University of Cambridge, Fellow of 
Trinity College Cambridge 

25 February 

RICHARD HOOKER 

The Most Reverend Henry McAdoo 
STD DD formerly Archbishop of 
Dublin and Primate of Ireland 

3 March 

GEORGE HERBERT 

Elizabeth Clarke Lecturer, 
Westminster College, Oxford 

10 March 

LANCELOT ANDREWES 

The Revd Canon Donald Allchin 
Director, The St Theosevia Centre of 
Christian Spirituality, Oxford 

A further 4 lectures on the Wesleys’, 
John Keble, William Temple, “The 
Genius of Anglicanism”, will be 
delivered in late April and May. 

Tel: (0865) 272727 
Fax: (0865) 27270 


jj, or choosing Siloam as your 
JL channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



* SILOAM ! 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES J 
5, Clarendon Place, £ 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG ? 

If you would like to know more about our S> 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the below for a copy 

of Ooi magazine 

NAME 

AD0RESS 


POSTCODE 



Bully for the 
bishops! 


For two little boys 



Mr Terry Skinner, who worships at All Saints’, Dedworth, took more than 
six months to build this beautiful matchstick model of the old All Saints 9 
Church, demolished in 1961. But when he heard about the suffering of a 
three-year-old boy with muscular dystrophy and a boy of eight with cancer, 
he decided to turn his labour of love into hard cash to help with their 
treatment. He ran a competition to guess how many matches were used in 
the model. The winner, Mrs Charlotte Boynton, guessed the number 
(which was 22,395) to within 15! Mr Skinner raised £540 to help the boys. 


Games, as everyone knows, are a 
serious matter, harmlessly mimicking 
within strict conventions real battles, 
love affairs or whatever. It is therefore 
good to report that an ‘unholy’ game 
of hockey is to take place on February 
19 in the Dean’s Yard, Westminster, 
between teams selected from among 
the Mothers’ Union and the Bishops, 
Bishop Richard being among those 
selected. It will raise money for the 
Church Urban Fund. May the best 
persons win! 

But supposing one were to turn the 
idea upside down and a game was 
used to reflect a real situation rather 
than to defuse it? That was the 
ingenious idea behind the ‘A Chance 
in a Lifetime’, a board game played 
in Parliament Square on 7 January 
reflecting the tortuous procedures 
whereby refugees are treated in Britain 
in the 90s. Among the ‘pieces’ utilized 
to play this game was Bishop Richard, 
the Revd Ronald Hoar, President of 
the Methodist Conference and Mr 
Ivan Weekes, Vice President of the 
Methodist Conference. I suspect that 
taking part was far more important 
than winning. 

All smiles 

Parsons, though, get up to all kinds 
of unexpected antics. The Revd. Ken 
Reeves, Vicar of Deddington, was 
driving along in his car recently, 
listening to the Radio 5 ‘Health 
Show’ presented by Angela Rippon. 
He heard her ask for nominations for 
the ‘Smile of the Year Award’ and, 
though not a betting man, immediately 
thought of Willie Carson, the jockey. 
“I have never spoken to him,” Ken 
said, ‘‘but I think he has the most 
amazing, infectious and wonderful 
smile. You couldn’t help but laugh 
with him even though your horse had 
lost.” He ’phoned in his nomination 
and was on air with Angela Rippon 
when Willie Carson was announced 
the winner. In the spring he is to 
meet the jockey. And what was 
Ken’s own prize? A night out with 
Angela Rippon at the top table at the 
British Dental Foundation Awards 
Ball at the Cafe Royal! 

Elsewhere, members of the ordain- 
ed ministry have stuck their necks 
out recently. The Revd David Bryan, 
curate at Christ Church, Northcourt 
Road, Abingdon, in particular. It is 
good to report that his smile emerged 
unscathed from a guillotine which 
was brought down on his neck by 15- 
year-old magician, Jeremy Croker, in 
front of a packed congregation at the 
church, part of a youth-centred event. 

But churchgoing also offers other 
excitements, notably ‘Ding Dong 
Merry’s going Mad’, a full-length 
play which won the first prize of £500 


from the George Bell Christian Drama 
Awards, 1991. The author is Ewan 
Smith, a member of St Andrew’s 
United Reform Church, Reading. It’s 
set on Christmas Eve and reflects the 
pressures built up on Merry, a perfec- 
tionist mum who is trying to cope 
with the festivities. Happy ending 
though. Group 81, the organizers of 
the award, have plans to stage the 
play next Christmas. 

Winners come in all sorts and 
sizes. In December, John Macquarrie, 
Emeritus Lady Margaret Professor of 
Divinity at Oxford, added yet another 
accolade to his illustrious career by 
winning the biennial Collins Religious 
Book Award for his Jesus Christ in 
Modern Thought. But for all his 
erudition, I wonder if he has ever 
heard of St Tiegywinkle. For years 
Les Stoker ana his wife Sue have 
nursed creatures from hedgehogs to 
barn owls back to health at their wild 
animal hospital of that name. Les 
was awarded the MBE in the New 
Year’s Honours List and the Arch- 
deacon of Buckingham has just blessed 
their new premises at Haddenham 
(“the world’s first canonised 
hedgehog”). 

Which Morley? 

But have you ever heard of John 
Morley? There’s a schizophrenic situ- 
ation at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. 
Shippon, where the vicar is called 
John Morley. And what is the name 


of one of his churchwardens? John 
Morley! The church doubles up as 
chapel to RAF Abingdon, and until 
recently John Morley, churchwarden, 
was a warrant officer with the RAF 
and this year was awarded an MBE 
in the New Year’s honours list. But 
that’s not the end of the confusion. 
John Morley MBE is a Methodist! 

It’s good to think that Spring is on 
the way and with it, flowers. The 
sense of anticipation, I suspect, will 
be all the greater in the parish North 
Morton where a parishioner has won 
5,000 assorted bulbs in a competition 
to add a great splash of colour 
outside the parish church. 

Richard Hughes 


Year Book 

If you want to find out the name of the 
Vicar of Noke St Giles or how to go 
about erecting a monument in your local 
parish churchyard, turn to the new 1992 
Oxford Diocesan Year Book. It is a mine 
of information for anyone involved in the 
work of the Church, with a special 
introduction celebrating the 450th anniver- 
sary of the Oxford Diocese. 

All the information is now kept 
up-to-date on a database at Church 
House. But your help is needed to keep 
the information up-to-the-minute. Please 
let Church House know of any change of 
officer as soon as a new person is 
appointed. Change forms are provided at 
the back of the Year Book. 

The 1992 Year Book is being offered to 
parish officers at £5 (full retail price 
£7.50). Just complete the order form on 
this page. 



jtfiWHO 

CARES? 


Postcode 


• Only 1 1 % of the 
population has access 
to safe drinking water. 

• 50% of children die 
before the age of 5. 


• Average life expectancy 
is 46 years. 


• Nepal could lose all of 
its forests by the year 
2 , 000 . 


• Many people in Nepal 
have never heard of 
Jesus. 


INF is an interdenominational and evangelical Mission with over 
100 members from 15 different countries. 

As part of the church in Nepal, INF members seek to uphold and 
strengthen this growing national church in a country where it is 
unacceptable for a Hindu to change his religion. 
INTERNATIONAL NEPAL FELLOWSHIP (021) 427 8833 
69 Wentworth Road, Harborne, Birmingham B17 9SS 


Please send me details on 

□ Working with INF NAME 

□ Praying for INF 

□ INF Magazine ADDRESS 
Today in Nepal' 





A new venture by two 
local women. They hire 
out silk flower arrange- 
ments and decorate 
halls and churches for 
wedding ceremonies 
and receptions. Bridal 
flowers may also be 
undertaken. 

The two aim to enhance 
any function by skilful 
decoration with flowers. 
Price list on request. 


Cascades 

of 

Flowers 



For further details telephone 
Lyn on Maidenhead (0628) 72455 or 
Diane on Maidenhead (0628) 74006 


THE 

NIGHTINGALE 

COACHES 

PACKAGE 

★ Full range of vehicles: 12-16-21-29-45-49-53 seater 
luxury executive coaches (Mercedes, Van Hool, Daf). 

★ Free professional excursion planning service for 
groups. 

★ Programme of spring/summer day tours available. 

★ Group discount rates. 

★ Tail-lift vehicles to assist the handicapped. 

★ Ticketmaster service covering theatre, sport, 
concerts, etc. 

★ Established 26 years, we have the experience to 
help you. 

To obtain your free copy of the Nightingale Excursion 
Programme or to utilise our free Excursion Planning 
Service simply contact:- 

Nightingale Coaches on 
0753 887294 

or write to 

Nightingale Coaches, 

46 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks SL9 8BR 
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‘Lights that 
Shine’ 


Advent is a time of getting 
ready for the coming of 
Jesus, so Saturday Novem- 
ber 30 found the parish 
church of S Peter and Paul, 
Wantage, alive with 130 
young participants looking 
forward to Christmas with a 
‘Lights that Shine’ activity 
day. 

Groups made soda bread 
or decorated their own Ad- 
vent candles and prayer 
cards. This was followed by 
a talk on light, and a 
rehearsal of hymns for the 
Mass. In the afternoon they 
made vestments for the 
clergy, lights from smartie 
tubes, took part in dance, 
drama and orchestra, and 
learned how to be a server 
and to construct a ‘stained 
glass’ altar centrepiece. 

The parents arrived to 
witness the success of the 
day’s activities as everyone 
came together for Mass. 
During the service Baby 
Georgina was baptized and 
received her candle. 

Preparation for Christmas 
is a very special time for 
children. They enjoy busy 
filled days, and they love to 
hear the story of the baby 
who was just like them, and 
yet who came to change the 
world. So on Christmas Eve, 
our parish church was again 
filled with eager expectant 
happy young people as they 


Could this 
be your 
picture? 

This picture was found 
by members of the 
Thames Valley Adventure 
Playground after last 
year’s Children’s Gift Day 
at Dorchester Abbey in 
June. Now, they would 
like to use it to publicize 
their playground, but first 
they want to trace the 
owner, in order to ask 
permission and make ac- 
knowledgement. 

If you do recognize it, 
please contact Roger Fray 
at Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB, or 
telephone 0865 244566, 
ext 253. Fame could be 
yours! 


TW Thaw* VflWy M verity 
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came together for the Crib 
Service. 

Christmas is a time for 
presents and fun after weeks 
of waiting and excitement. 


At the centre of it all, 
however, is the story of 
Jesus — God coming into 
our world as a tiny baby. 

Barbara Keep 



Hi there, 

In my last letter, I spoke 
about Advent, Christmas 
and Epiphany being like 
preparing for the arrival of 
a real live baby, which is, of 
course, what Jesus was. No- 
one stays a baby forever — we 
all grow. We grow not just 
in size, but in the sort of 


person we are. If we believe 
in Jesus, then we must try 
to reflect His love for us. 
When we think of reflection, 
we think of light. Candlemas 
is oh February 2. On this 
day we remember when 
Jesus, as a baby, was taken 
to the temple in Jerusalem. 
The name Candlemas came 


You 



Plain mirror 
or very flat 
silver foil 

Jf the mirror is really 
ean and bright, then we 
clearly reflect Jesus's 
light 



YOU 

Plain card or paper 
This time the card or paper 
is like us when we don't 
know Jesus, or are not 
doing our best for him 



in-or with coloured cellophane 
iVor use coloured foil 
The reflection shows Jesus' love 
for us, but we may reflect less 
brightly because of our mood, or 
wrong things we have done 


about because in olden times 
candles were lit in churches 
to remind people that Jesus 
is a “light for the world”. 

Here, on the left, is a 
simple experiment to show 
what reflecting is about. 

You need a fairly powerful 
torch, a small mirror (or 
some flat shiny foil), some 
ordinary paper or thin card 
and, if possible, some differ- 
ent-coloured cellophane or 
coloured foil. Do the experi- 
ment in a darkened room or 
space. 

I hope this helps to show 
how we ‘reflect’ Jesus’ love. 
Of course, we can’t see a 
beam of light, but the love 
of Jesus is like that; and we 
don’t actually reflect light, 
but our behaviour towards 
others is like beams of light 
shining from us. The more 
of us who can ‘beam out’ 
for Jesus, the brighter the 
world will be!. Roger Fray 

Play plea 

The Blackbird Leys Commu- 
nity Playgroup, a self-financ- 
ing multi-cultural project is 
in need of funds to buy toys 
and equipment and to devel- 
op the garden area. If you 
can help please phone Sonia 
Prouse, playgroup leader, 
0865 747166. 


Altering images 


How young people are rep- 
resented in the Church today 
was the theme of the Nation- 
al Youth Forum which met 
at the Hayes Conference 
Centre, Swanwick, in Derby- 
shire in December. We 
shared the centre with the 
American Square Dancers 
Convention and the Wes- 
leyan Holiness Church 


whose gospel service we 
attended on the Saturday 
night. I was one of the 120 
young people there, and 
represented the Diocese of 
Oxford as member of the 
Springboard Planning Group 
along with Amanda Ellis 
and Steve Hearn. 

During the weekend, 
through role-playing, we ex- 


Young 

Door 


plored the effects of youth 
participation and in- 
volvement in the yes of 
PCC megalomaniacs! We 
also shared how we wanted 
to change the Church in 
terms of worship, to appeal 
to both our generation AND 
those of more mature years 
and steadfast beliefs. Each 
evening there was worship, 
which we organized our- 
selves, and on the Sunday 
we had a special Eucharist 
service. The general feeling 
from the worship was en- 
lightenment, and during the 
weekend we broke into spon- 
taneous singing many times. 

Most of us found that any 
changes which we wanted to 
make in the Church would 
have to be made without 
affecting the status quo too 
heavily. Integration is the 
key to change, not domina- 
tion. The Church is not 
only for young people, but 
for all God’s people. 

Chris Owen 

Chris is reading Business 
Information Technology at 
Sheffield Polytechnic. 



The Planning Group for SPRINGBOARD ’92 have discovered a 
new venue — Woodrow High House, Amersham, Buckinghamshire 
— and are already receiving enquiries and bookings for what 
promises to be a superb weekend!! A variety of workshops apd 
some different opportunities for leisure time during the weekend are 
definitely not to be missed!! See you there!! For more details and an 
application form contact: Phil de Warren Chinn, 38 Proctors Road, 
Wokingham, Berks, RG11 1RP. Tel: 0734 789735; or Peter Ball, 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB. Tel: 0865 
244566. 


WEDDING STATIONERY 

Choose from our selection of quality 
stationery in the comfort of your 
own home 

HARLEQUIN PRESS 



( 0494) 532396 ( 0869) 320965 


Vrestwood 

Is T U D I 0 S 

For creative wedding and portrait 
photography contact the studio director 
Maureen Clark who will be pleased to 
help and advise you. 

Prestwood Studios, Unit 5, 
Lisle Road, High Wycombe. 
Tel: (0494) 437711 or 446189 


f Pickfords Travel 1 
MAKE YOUR 

WEDDING A 

DREAM 

COME TRUE 

SAY ‘I DO’ 

ON AN EXOTIC BEACH 
IN THE CARIBBEAN, KENYA, 
FLORIDA AND MANY MORE 
ROMANTIC PLACES. 

“WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN" 

31 Spital Street, Marlow, Bucks. 

SL7 3BQ. ABTA 68145. 0628 474567 
or 

58 The Parade, Bourne End, Bucks. 

SL8 5SS. ABTA 59324. 06285 25933 




V ^xphiupMAJmser. 

<™>vJTTITQSr 

Tvej?tVE\t designs 
ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY — 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 

Photographs and details from: 

St Deny’s Bookshop, 235/237 
Manchester Corn Exchange, 
Hanging Ditch, M4 3BP 

Tel: 061-835 1069 
(home: 0942 813280) 


IHENTHE WEDDING CEREMONY IS OVER 

Why not escape to the Cotswolds and spend your 
honeymoon in our beautiful Georgian Rectory? We 
live in a quiet village just outside Broadway — a 
lovely comer of England. Two rooms have four 
posters and also an Exquisite Bridal Suite. 

Ring for free brochure (0386) 853729 

A. A. Merit Award. R.A.C. Highly Acclaimed. 

Two Crown Highly Recommended. 

Winner of the 91 RAC. Best Small Hotel and Guest House Award 

JOHN AND HELEN JONES 

The Old Rectory, Willersey, near Broadway, Worcestershire WR12 7PN 
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YORK 


7 MILES 


Relax by the Riverside 

Six berth luxury caravans for hire on unique inland island. 
All amenities within 5 minutes walk. Fishing, boating, play 
areas. Ideal base for York, The Dales and the Moors (pets 
. allowed). Tourers- and campers welcome. 

Write or phone for details 

WEIR CARAVAN PARK 

(1992 Rose Award holder) 

Stamford Bridge, York, Yorkshire Y04 IAN 
Telephone (07S9) 71377 


FOAL BARN 

Foal Bam, Hayloft Suite, Cobble Cottage 
and Dunelm Cottage, Spennithorne, N. 

Yorkshire. 

200 year old farm barn, set around 
picturesque garden courtyard in tranquil 
village. B & B cottage suite for 1 party 
only. Also self catering cottages. 

For brochure ring: Peter & Marylyn (0969) 22580 



"EtonDomey 

■ ■ — centre^ 

The Eton Dorney Centre is a residential Youth Centre accommodating up to 
25 in Dormitories and family /Leaders ' rooms. 

The Centre provides holidays for under-privileged children from inner city 
areas, educational mid-week breaks and weekends for young people. 

It is ideally situated, being only 40 minutes drive from London and Oxford, 
and just off the M4. 

There are many places of interest to see and plenty of things to do. 



Write for our latest brochure to: 

Colin Morton, Warden 

The Eton Dorney Centre, The Vicarage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 6QS 
Telephone: (0628) 662823 


Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 

■ CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 

■ iSLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 

■ SNOWDONIA ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holidav/Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 9RJ 

« 0204 882802 

SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOUDAY from only £65 


New FREE Colour Brochure 
Now Available 

Methodist Guild Holidays offers you: 
Holidays with a difference 
o Bargain breaks 
o Special Interest breaks 
o Group/Conference bookings 
... at nine hotels by the sea or in 
the country. 

S end for your 
brochure now\ 

0629 phone or fill 
580550 in the request r , 

- * i ‘subject to 

(24 hrs) coupon belOW conditions 




. I Please send me the new Methodist Guild 


Holidays Colour Brochure. 

Name: T 

Address: 


Postcode: 


Send to: 

Methodist Guild Holidays 
Derwent Hoiise 
Cromford, Matlock 
Derbyshire DE4 5|G 



★ * ALL YEAR ROUND * ★ 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket, etc.- 
Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged . 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 

For details: 

G. F. T re he me, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0845) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


FFYNNON RHOSFA 
FARM 

Beautiful farmhouse set in South Wales 

Self-catering, 5 bedrooms en-suite, sleeps 10, suitable for 2 
families, Tv in every room, centrally heated, tennis court, 
games room and large pond. 

Convenient for M4, Swansea and Black Mountains and 
beautiful country walks. 

Available from March for 6 months. 

Only £350 per week incl bills. 

Call Mrs Barker on 
0269 845874 now! 


VILLA 

Picturesque Fishing Village 
In Unspoilt Southern Spain 

Self-catering villa in small fishing village. Sleeps upto eight people. 
Near tennis courts, swimming pool, bars, restaurant, five minute 
walk to sea. 

Flights and car hire can be arranged. 

A vailable all year 

Call Eve on Oxford (0865) 880151 



GATWICK 

GROVE 

GUEST 

HOUSE 


Available to Gatwick travellers, bed and breakfast, plus free 
car parking. Transport available most of the time. Private 
facilities at reasonable rate, car park facilities for non- 
residents also available at reasonable rate. Free parking for 
your friends, please enquire. 


POLES LANE, LOWFIELD HEATH 
CRAWLEY, WEST SUSSEX 
Tel: 0293 515795 



FLIGHTS ASSURED 
Heavenly Prices, 
The Devil to Beat 

Florida Flydrives £239, Orlando £199, 
Tenerife £99, Hong Kong £499, 
Toronto £199, New York £199 
Many more superb prices available 
BARGAIN! luxury accommodation 
Florida, Canaries, Algarve. 

All privately owned unbeatable value 

0905 23978/25269 

Retail agents for ATOL 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 



Come away on Roger s Narrowboais “Bainton” + 
“Berkhamstead” they are a traditional working narrowboat pair 
with all the trimmings of Roses + Castles, Diamonds + 
Ropework. Try a camping trip under canvas with a difference. 

Built in 1 936 these boats used to carry anything from coal, 
timber, steel, grain + stone. Although they are still capable of 
carrying cargo, during the camping season they are fitted out 
each with 12 bunks + mod-cons. 

Whatever type of trip you like can be arranged, whether a 
relaxing cruise or a challenge! Learn how to work the boats, ‘to 
single out’ + ‘to breast up’ and also to operate the locks. 

As seen on TV in:- 

The last episode of Hannay (Thames TV) 

Book Tower (Yorkshire TV) 

Maidens Trip (BBC 2) 

Write or phone for brochure 

Southern + General Packet Boat Co 
12 Western Ave, Daventry, Northants, NN11 5EY. 

Tel: Daventry 704124 


Baptist 

Holiday 

Fellowship Ltd 

WESTHOLME 

MINEHEAD 

Christian hotel and Self-catering 
flats. Directly on Sea Front and 
nestled under the hills of Exmoor. 
Superb comfort and excellent 
company. Families welcome. 
For further information write to 
CHRISTINE LAWRENCE 
Baptist Holiday Fellowship Ltd 
Westholme (D), The Esplanade, 
Minehead, Somerset TA24 5QP 


HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

10th to 22nd September 1992 

Itinerary including the main Holy 
Places in Galilee, Jordan Valley 
and Jerusalem areas, plus Mount 
Sinai and the Wilderness of 
Sinai. Opportunities to meet 
with local Christians in Israel. 
For information and booking 
forms please contact Fr John 
Baggley, St Edburg’s Vicarage, 
Victoria Road, 

Bicester QX6 7PQ 

Tel: 0869 253222 




Mobile Homes on 
Luxury Campsites 
in France 


F • R • A • N • C • E 

MOBILE HOMES ON LUXURY CAMPSITES 

Affordable France, Britanny and 
West Coast 

FAMILY HOLIDAYS: PRICE INCLUDES: 

2 ADULTS, 4 CHILDREN, MOBILE HOME AND 
ON SITE REPS 

ON BEST 4-STAR COASTAL SITES 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


SPARROW HOLIDAYS 

MURCOTT, OXFORD OX5 2RE 

086 733 280/350 1» m 


Sparrow 

Holidays 
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LAKE DISTRICT KESWICK 

A small comfortable Guest House for non- 
smokers with a warm friendly welcome by 
Christian Hosts who will give you excellent 
service and food. Comfortable accommoda- 
tion, full c/h, close town centre but with 
mountain views. 

B&B from £12.50 
Proprietors: Iris and Peter Webb 
Catttay Guest House, 30 Stanger Street 
Keswick, Cumbria CA12 5JU 
Tel: (07687) 72621 


SKEGNESS 
NEWHAVEN GUEST HOUSE 

(Christian Family) Some en suite rooms, 
around floor rooms available. BBEM 
from £83 pw. Child/OAP reductions. Out 
of season breaks. Open all year. Block 
bookings taken — up to 25 people. 2 
sea front, 2 miles from Spring Harvest 
(vacancies for all weeks). 

Pete and Bev Dickons, Newhaven Guest 
House, 21 Sunningdale Drive, Skegness, 
Lines. PE2S IBB. Tel: 0754 2618. 


The Salvation Army 

RED SHIELD SERVICES 

CAMBRIA HOUSE is a 60 bed hotel 
situated in Central London close to 
Kings Cross/St Pancras arxf Euston 
stations. 

We offer the following accommodation 

Single Room £17 per night 

Twin/Double room £27 per night 

Double £35 per night 

(private bathroom) 

All inclusive of VAT and full English 
Breakfast 

For reservations write to: 
Captain Anthony Smyth, Manager, 
(D), Cambria House, 37 Hunter 
Street, London WC1 N 1 BJ or Tel: 
071-837 9160 / Fax 071-837 1229 
Please note: No smoking allowed in the Hotel 
CAMBRIA HOUSE — The Red 
SHIELD Hotel in London 


EASTBOURNE 

Come and enjoy Christian 
fellowship at GAINSBORO 
£55 per week bed, breakfast 
and evening meal from 
January 12 to March 16. 
Also vacancies for Easter 
as Season 

Send SAE for Brochure to 
ARTHUR AND LILY BRIFFITT 
19 Burlington Place 

TEL: 0323 410919 


TRENOWETH VALLEY FARM COTTAGES 

St. Keverne, Helston, Cornwall TR12 6QQ Tel: (0326) 280910 

. Mrs Rosemary Peters 

Spacious, comfortable rural cottages, fully furnished and carpeted with well equipped kitchen, colour TV and 
laundry facilities, kitchen/di nor. lounge/sitting room, shower room/loilet. Sleeping six people, each cottage has 
two bedrooms with duvets and covers for each bed. Surrounded by trees and fields, there is a safe play area for 
young children and a quiet garden overlooking the sea. Also a barbecue area. 

We have a 350 metre private drive and ample parking 

Quiet relaxing environment, midway between St Keverne and Porthallow Pleasant walks, beach, village shops 
and Inns 1-1 miles. 

Open Easter — end of October 

Attractive early /late prices. 


FLUXTON FARM 



For brochure: 

Ann and Maurice Forth 
Fluxton Farm, 
Ottery St Mary 
Devon, EX11 1RJ 
Tel: (040481) 2818 


Charming 16th Century v 
Farmhouse. Set in lovely Otter 
Valley, four miles from beach 
at Sidmouth. Two acres of 
beautiful gardens with stream 
and trout pond. 

Log fires, beamed candlelit 
dining room, central heating, 
teasmade, two lounges, one 
non-smoking. All double room 
en-suite. Licensed. Excellent 
food using local fresh 
produce. Dinner, bed and 
breakfast from £190 pppw. 
Garden railway and putting 
green. 


ABBEYM00R 
HOLIDAY FLATS 

1 SPENCER ROAD 
BOURNEMOUTH BH1 3TE 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 92 

FROM £90 TO £350 PER WEEK 

SEASONAL VARIANCE 

Tel: (0202) 555886 


AINMOOR GRANGE 

CARAVAN and CAMPING PARK 

Mickley Lane, Stretton 
NE Derbyshire DE5 6ES 

A most attractive, quiet, natural caravan and 
camping park set in 15 acres of field, easy access 
to all Derbyshire attractions. Suitable for individuals 
or rallies, separate field and camping equipment 
for 30. Help for setting up camp, ideal for schools, 
youth groups, guides and scouts units. 
Activities can be arranged for any number (and 
any age). Caving, canoeing, climbing, educational 
and historical walks, abseiling, shooting, archery 
and many more, including many sports. 

Contact us for further details 
Hazel and George Morgan (0773) 833607 
Hilary and Dennis Badhams (0773) 590535 
★ OPEN ALL YEAR ★ 

1-4 Berth Caravan for hire with awning. 
— Touring 


Cottages 
South West 

Clifford House, Bridge Road 
Shaldon, Devon TQ14 ODD 

Tel: (0626) 872314 

Contact us now for a lovely 
selection of character cottages, 
apartments, bungalows, many 
with sea views or on the waters 
edge in picturesque Shaldon, 
Teignmouth, Torbay, Dartmoor 
and South Hams. 

Please telephone or write for a 
fully illustrated brochure. 


CORNWALL 

Bradgate Guest House, Falmouth 

Comfortable Georgian Town 
House overlooking Falmouth 
Bay — ten minutes walk from 
town and beaches. 

For rest, relaxation and the 
fellowship of kindred minds. 
S.A.E. 

Mary and David Siderfin 
4 Florence Place, Falmouth 
Tel: 0326 314108 


LANZAROTE 

Canary Islands 
Privately owned 
villa, sleeps 4/6, heated 
pool, tennis, near 
harbour, shops. 

Brochure: 0235 529447 


HEALEY 

MILL 

Christian Holiday Centre 
in the Yorkshire Dales 
Former mill complex near Masham, 
tastefully converted into self-catering 
holiday accommodation. Facilities for 
groups of up to 25, games room, TV, 
laundry. 

Send sae for brochure to: 
Jean Dawson, Dept DR, The 
Barn, Healey, Masham, Ripon, 
North Yorks 
Tel: 0765 689774 


M/M HOLIDAY PARK 

RIGHT BY THE BEACH 

Superb family holidays in luxury holiday homes or 
camping. Entertainment. Indoor pool with flume. Great 

value bargains and Early Bird Discounts. r 

Write or phone for your brochure: /l 

Dept DO, Ruda Holidays, 

Croyde Bay, Devon, EX33 1NY 
. S (0271) 890671 
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BANGOR — NORTH WALES 

An ideal centre for exploring the mountain scenery of 
Snowdonia and the beautiful Isle of Anglesey. 

★ ★ AVAILABLE JULY-SEPTEMBER ★ ★ 
Self-catering flats and houses from £220 
per week. Bed and breakfast accommodation. 

★ ★ ACTIVITY/LEISURE/STUDY BREAKS ★ ★ 

Information and booking forms from: 

The Conference Office (H49) 

University of Wales, Bangor, 

Gwynedd LL57 2DG 

Tel: (0248) 351151 ext 2560 



Bryn Glas hotel 
Trefhant,N. Wales 

Enjoy the hospitality of this family run, country hotel. Set in large grounds in 
the beautiful Vale of Clwyd, North Wales. 

All rooms are en-suite, with tea/coffee making facilities and r/c colour TV. 
Ideally situated for touring. Just off the A55. Able bodied or disabled makes no 
difference. 

At Bryn Glas, NOT JUST ONE, but ALL rooms are wheelchair friendly with level 
access throughout the Hotel. NO STEPS ANYWHERE. 

Highly Commended by The Holiday Care Service for ‘Excellence to the Tourism 
Industry’ and winner of an ‘Accessible Building Award’ 

You can be assured of good home cooking from a varied and changing menu. 

A warm, friendly welcome awaits 

: For further details and your brochure write or phone 




BRYN GLAS HOTEL 
TREFNANT, CLWYD LL16 5UD 
TELEPHONE: 0745 730868 



★ USA ★ 

★ AFRICA ★ 

★ S AMERICA -A 
-A- WORLDWIDE -A- 


EXCLUSIVE LOW FARES 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES. CHURCHES 
ANO INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLERS FROM 
APPOINTED RAPTIM 
AGENT 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 EVERSHOLT STREET, 
LONDON, NW1 IBP 
Tel: 071-387 4933 

ABTA ★ IATA ★ NAITA 
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WALKING & CYCLING 
HOLIDAYS IN NORFOLK 

Discover Norfolk’s glorious 
churches at your leisure while 

we carry your bags 

Free Colour Brochure 
0235 559296 


DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering accommodation 
for up to 30 people. 

Situated in a small town surrounded 
by lovely countryside. There are 
many places of interest within easy 
reach. 

It is ideal for church groups. 

For further details contact 

Alison Clamp 
Wirksworth URC 
Colwell St, Wirksworth 
Derbyshire 

Telephone 0629 824323 


TIME TO 

CONTEMPLATE .. 

How about your group 
getting away together? 
Rockmount, Port Isaac, 
Cornwall offer relaxed 
surroundings for spiritual 
refreshment. 

SAE for details to: 

Mr & Mrs G Benger, 
Rockmount, 

12 The Terrace, 
Port Isaac, 

N Cornwall. 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 

to Australia, N.Z., Africa, USA, India, etc. 


GEM SERVICES 

081-813 8877 


Agents for National Express Buses and Ferries 


HOLY LAND 
TOUR 1993 

We are planning a tour to the 
Holy Land in February 1993, 
visiting places of historical 
interest and religious signifi- 
cance in Israel. A meeting will 
be held early in 1 992 for 
everyone interested in joining 
us on the tour, to see a video 
and discuss our plans. To find 
out more, please contact 
Ruth and George Hicks 
Telephone: 0608 677228 

(This will not commit you to going) 


TIME TO 
CONTEMPLATE 

How about your group 
getting away together? 
Rockmount, Port Isaac, 
Cornwall offer relaxed 
surroundings for spiritual 
refreshment. 

SAE for details to: 

Mr & Mrs G Benger, 
Rockmount, 

12 The Terrace, 
Port Isaac, 

N Cornwall. 
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^Experience 


★ Tailor made itineries 

★ Special interest tours including natural 
history tallships voyages and many more 

★ Cruising experts — FREE parking at ports 
or airports on many cruises 

★ Specialists in long haul travel 

★ Low cost worldwide airfares 

For a personal, professional approach to all 
your travel needs contact 

Caroline or Hayley 
Travel Experience, 

Tel (0458) 34744 

A77d« 2 Northload Street, Glastonbury 


Introducing you to an attractive and comfortable hotel, superbly 
situated with its own beach access. 


Package holidays incl. Car Ferry PLUS Special Mini-Breaks from £100 inc. 


* F.n suite rooms all with panoramic sea view's, tea/coffcc facilities, radio intercom, colour TV 
• l:\ccl lent food with choice of menu • Well slocked bar and wine cellar 
• Live entertainment • Free parking 
Brochure on request from Trudy Harrington and Derek Pullen 

llclgravc Road, Vcntnor, Isle of Wight P038 1JH. Tel: (0983) 852404 
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Letton Hall 

Affordable accommodation for up to 125 from doubles to 
dormitories. Country-house style living in the main hall or 
rooms in the converted stables grouped round the cobble 
courtyard of Dolphin Court. Be away from it all in the heart 
of rural Norfolk, yet within easy reach of a host of interesting 
places. Self-eater or be catered for. Supervised go-karting on 
400m track, plus plenty of grounds for outdoor sports, 
wooded walks, barbecues, etc. 

Special reductions for children and midweek bookings. 
“Our Family Week dates for ’ 92 are July 18-25 and August 15-22. 
Fellowship and fun at affordable prices !” 

Contact Peter Carroll for more information 
TEL. (0362) 820717 
Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk IP 25 7SA 



A HOUSE FOR THE LORD ... 
... A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 
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DAVID WASLEY M.A.ATC AMGP 
Artist in stained glass. Conservator 
and Ferramenta specialist. Tel: 0494 
23978. Somerset House, 145 London 
Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HPI 1 
1BT. 


TRAVEL SELL-OUT. West Coast 
Holiday Package to Los Angeles 
and Disneyland for 10 days. Free 
car hire. Original value £531. Strictly 
first 100 callers £99.50 per person. 
Phone our Travel Hotline now on 
0223 300304. 


PORCELAIN RESTORATION 

Porcelain, China, Pottery, 
Stoneware, Antique or Modern 
Single Crack or Multiple Break 

Please telephone for an estimate 
MARGARET CAMPBELL 

0491 63 618 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION < S££/V> 
Quality and Reliability at SON TUX’ 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs. 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stories 
and Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A.24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW6 1TD 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you arc 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

Wc are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians 

WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
5, Vale Terrace , Waterfoot. Rossendalc. 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 


COOK/HOUSEKEEPER 

Competent person required by 
retired professional couple in 
South Bucks. 

Temporary or permanent 

Cleaning help provided, free 
afternoons, comfortable room, 
active Church area. 

Tel 0494 674769 


Presentations of Poetry and 
Prose woven round a common 
theme, Leisure, Easter etc 
and suited to your group 
for details and brochure 
contact: 

MARGARET WALLACE LLAM 
72 Park Lane, Thatham, Berks 

(0635) 64166 


Holliday 

Stonework 

60 Hampden Drive, 
Kidlington, 
Oxford 0X5 2LS 


Tel: Kidlington (08675) 6357 
Mobile: (0860) 269622 

Quality 
Memorials 
supplied and 
erected by 
experts, in 
stone, marble 
and granite. 


& 


PLANNING 

YOUR 

WEDDING? 


Make a lovely service even 
better, have your favourite 
music sung during the 
signing of the Register. 
For friendly advice contact: 

Alison 
L’Estrange 
Tel: 084428 427 




TRINITY COLLEGE BRISTOL 
ANNUAL VOCATION 
CONFERENCE 

CALLED TO SERVE? 

27-29 March 1992 

This is a conference for anyone who is wanting to face 
up to the challenge of serving God in a rapidly-changing 
world, whether overseas, in church ministry, or in a 
secular sphere. 

Come and reflect upon your calling in the context of 
worship talks, discussion, personal counselling. 

COST: £35 Unwaged: £20 

Enquiries to: The Conference Registrar, Trinity College, 
Stoke Hill, Bristol BS9 1JP. Tel: (0272) 682803. 


Brush up on your faith! 


yoi 
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If you have recently thought: 
“I wonder if there is anything 
I could do to get my faith 
better prepared for the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism?”, have 
ou considered the many 
>oks which may be able to 
help? Some books about 
evangelism have been writ- 
ten with the Decade specifi- 
cally in mind, some not. 
Some are highly specialized, 
others very basic. Here is a 
quick dip-in selection. 

Know Your Faith in a Dec- 
ade of Evangelism by John 
Young (Hodder and 
Stoughton £2.99) is a work- 
book on the Apostles’ Creed 
divided into eight weekly 
sessions. It may well turn 
out to be the most used 
book for the Decade, be- 
cause it is flexible and could 
be used as a basis for a 
Lent group, as a personal 
refresher course, or for a 
confirmation class. Both 
Archbishops recommend it 
on the back cover! Paul 
Little’s Know Why You Be- 
lieve (Scripture Union if 
you can get hold of a copy!) 
is also a good book in a 
similar vein, geared to indi- 
viduals rather than to 
groups. 



£2.95) is my constant re- 
fresher, for it is written in 
word pictures and concepts 


rather than in dogma and 
gon. In a similar vein. 


More widely available are 
the main Lion handbooks 
on faith and doctrine which 
have lots of pictures and are 
good for slow readers. Or, 
if you devour books, how 
about reading (or re-reading) 
some G.S. Lewis? His Mere 
Christianity (Fount Books 


and from the Catholic tradi- 
tion, is Harry Blamires’ 
Christian Truth — For those 
who really want to know 
(SPCK £2.25). 

The language which we 
use when we talk about the 
faith often needs as much 
refreshing as our under- 
standing of the faith itself. 



Seeking a larger vision 

If you feel uneasy with Christian triumphalism, but are not 
sure why. Vision Quest by Hodgson and Kothare (Anglican 
Book Centre, Toronto) will help. The book is also of 
particular interest to readers of The DOOR because one of 
its authors. Dr Janet Hodgson, is the USPG representative 
in the Diocese. 

The book’s central message is this: When Christianity 
came to Canada, missionaries assumed that the native 
Americans (‘Red’ Indians) were primarily objects to be 
changed rather than people to be encountered. This 
blindness to the spiritual and cultural riches of native 
Americans has not only been deeply destructive to the 
Indians themselves, but has also deprived the Church as a 
whole of the distinctive gifts of the Indian traditions. 

Vision Quest offers a sensitive but not idealized account 
of native American spirituality. I particularly valued the 
first-hand accounts (though I wondered why so many of the 
voices were male). As with many of the mystics canonized, 
they speak of dreams and visions from which all may 
benefit. 

Black Elk poses a question. He died holding both a 
rosary and an Indian peace pipe, having spent his life as a 
catechist integrating the best of his own tradition with the 
best of western Christianity. The question is: “Are we 
willing to undertake the same struggle, exposing, our 
understanding of the Gospel to the challenge of a more 
creation-centred and inclusive vision of God?” Or is the 
missionary traffic still just one way? 

Alison Peberdy 

Alison Peberdy is a lecturer at the Open University and a 
member of the Holy Family Church, Blackbird Leys. Vision 
Quest is available from Dr Janet Hodgson , Eaves, Rectory 
Road, Great Haseley, Oxon (£7.50). 


Peace in 
Ulster 

One of a number of delight- 
ful black-and-white illustra- 
tions by Philip McGuinness 
from The Pollen of Peace 
by Ray Davey, published to 
celebrate 25 years of the 
Corrymeela Community. 
Corrymeela means ‘hill of 
peace’, and the Community 
has worked for peace and 
reconciliation in Northern 
Ireland and throughout the 
world since 1965. 

Its founder shares with us 
his collection of 40 hope- 
filled stories of some of the 
ways in which God has 
touched lives in unexpected 
ways. The Corrymeela Link, 
based in Reading, supports 
the Community by raising 
funds and public awareness. 
They also have a panel of 
140 speakers who talk to 
local associations and groups 
about the issues involved. 
The Pollen of Peace 
(Corrymeela Press £3.50 plus 
£1 p & p) is available from 
Corrymeela Link, P O Box 
118, Reading RG1 1SL. 


Evangelists are experienced 
at relating the Christian faith 
to those outside it, so one 
answer may be also to read 
some books written by evan- 
gelists for non-Christians. I 
find such books to be par- 
ticularly useful, and they 
might include: It Makes 

Sense, Stephen Gaukroger 
(Scripture Union £1.95), A 
Fresh Start, John Chapman 
(Hodder and Stoughton 
£2.25), You Must Be Joking 
— Popular excuses for avoid- 
ing Jesus Christ, Michael 
Green (Hodder and 
Stoughton £2.50), Why We 
Can't Believe, Paul Weston 
(IVP £1.95), Life Means 
What? by J John (Marshalls 
£1.50). 

Specialized 

More specialized works 
on the theology and strateg- 
ies of evangelism include 
The Logic of Evangelism by 
William Abraham (Hodder 
£7.99), The Gospel Connec- 
tion by Michael Marshall 
(Darton Longman and Todd 
£9.95) and Love Won An- 
other, a more popular guide 
to evangelism by Lewis and 
Misselbrook (Marshall 
Pickering). There is also 
Michael Green’s Evangelism 
in the Early Church (High- 
land Books £4.50), Women 
to Women by Kathy Keay, 
David Watson’s classic / 
Believe in Evangelism 
(Hodder and Stoughton 
£2.95) and various Grove 
booklets (16 in all, priced at 
around £2 each) which deal 
with every conceivable 
approach to evangelism from 
the adult catechumenate to 
Christianity and sport. Num- 
ber 14, Door to Door Calling 
by Martin Robinson is well 
worth a look. 

Evangelism 

This sounds like an ex : 
haustive list, and this is not 
my brief. However, what I 
can say is that the one book 
that most people seem to be 
talking about is the one I 
haven’t yet read. It is 
Awakening the Giant by Pat 
Lynch (Darton, Longman 
and Todd £5.95) and it is 
about evangelism and the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Stephen Weston 

The Revd Stephen Weston is 
Rector of the Gate Group of 
parishes in North Bucking- 
hamshire. 


CAPSTONE ARCHWAY 
& COMPANY 

106 Cardigan Street 
Oxford, 5X2 6BW 

For all your stationery and office 
supplies, equipment and 
furniture, with friendly and 
efficient service at low cost just 
ring Bill Wilson on 
(0865) 58557 



Buy one 
pair . . . 

choose two! 

When you buy new specs and choose 
a frame costing £24.95 or more you 
can have a complete pair free from 
a large selection of special styles. 

Otter covers same single vision prescription from stock lenses. 

Non-standard, specialised or bifocal lenses available at a smal extra charge. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other otter. 


Specsavers 


42 Northbrook Street, Newbury. 
Telephone (0635) 46105 

David Grieves FADO 

Qualified Optician of Specsavers • 


mm 


E. FENNEM0RE 
& SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTOVER 100 YEARS 

Offering a caring reverent 
service. All work carried out to a 
very high standard. 
Reasonable charges. 

TEL: MILTON 
KEYNES 690060 
24 HOURS 

• PRIVATE CHAPEL 
• MEMORIALS ERECTED 

32 Western Road, 
Bletchley, 

Milton Keynes 

•A full catering service is also 
available 


UNEMPLOYED 

EXECUTIVES 

Support, advice and 
encouragement offered 
by an experienced, 
qualified, ex-senior 
manager/director. 
One-to-one 

consultations, help with 
job search, preparation 
and production of CV’s, 
interview techniques and 
personal presentation. 
Reasonable terms. First 
hours’ consultation free 
with no obligation. 
Please telephone 
UEX-TIMESLICE 
21 Broadway, 
Maidenhead, Berks 
SL6 1 JK. (0628) 785466 


PLAY IN MONTHS — Not Years! 

PIANO, ORGAN (all kinds), 
GUITAR & PIANO-ACCORDION 

Trial Lesson free without obligation 

KNOW THE GREAT JOY OF MAKING MUSIC — you can 
learn at home and start to play after only one lesson, no 
tricks or gimmicks, but constant improvement through 
pleasurable learning. The Klavar Music Foundation is an 
Education Trust operating on a totally non-profit basis, with 
the aim of bringing the joy of music-making to as many 
people as possible. Klavar students play better after three 
months than many people can after three years. 

From grateful letters recently received: 

“4m absolutely delighted with the Course, and 
deriving enormous pleasure from It.” “ For the first 
time I can play straight-off a piece with which I am 
unfamiliar.” ‘ The lessons are ideal for people like 
me who live out in the countty.” " . . the sheer joy 
of playina my favourite music!” ‘7 can’t thank you 
enough. ,r 

The Klavar system is for people of all ages. Many of our 
students are retired and have at long last realised their 
ambition to enjoy playing. You can discover the secret, free, 
with absolutely no obligation. Just write or phone for details 
of Klavar Courses and a Free Trial Lesson, naming your 
instrument please. For the cost of a stamp or phone call your 
life could be transformed. 

KLAVAR MUSIC FOUNDATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN 

DEPT DR, 171 YARBOROUGH ROAD, 
LINCOLN LN 3NQ 

Tel: 0522 523117 

(24-hour answering service) 
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The DOOR opens on: 


The Mustard Seed Church 


Now, God reapeth 


where Pat sowed 



When the Revd Pat Thomas 
arrived in the Windsor 
Meadows area of Slough in 
February 1990 as the 
ecumenically-appointed min- 
ister, she had no parishion- 
ers, no church and no defi- 
nite plans. When she was 
asked at her interview for 
the post: “What will you do 
on your first day;”, she 
replied: “I shall open my 
front door and say ‘hello’ to 
my neighbours. 

That is exactly what she 
did. As a result she found 
that two pregnant mothers 
living opposite each other 
did not know each other, so 
she invited them in for 
coffee and then invited them 
to bring their friends. So 
was founded the Mustard 
Seed Church, which within 
its first two years has not 
only brought a strong Chris- 
tian presence to the neigh- 
bourhood but has also help- 
ed to build a sense of 
community where none 
existed. 

Windsor Meadows is a 
patchwork of modern hous- 
ing estates just off the M40, 
with a population but no 
real heart to it. It has a 
high proportion of young 
couples, many of them 
struggling to keep up their 
mortgage repayments on 
their first home, and a 
number of single people — 
some newly housed in coun- 
cil bedsits after a period of 
homelessness, others bring- 
ing up small children on 
their own. 


Until two years ago the 
area had no church at all. A 
survey in 1988 revealed that 
any local Christians were 
committed to churches else- 
where, while the rest were 
mostly indifferent to the 
absence of a church building. 
In fact, they said they would ( 
be highly unlikely to attend 
any church if provided. 

Taking risks 

It sounds like an evangel- 
ist’s nightmare, until like a 
breath of spring Pat arrived. 
Married to a Naval weather 
forecaster, and with two 
grown up children, her pre- 
vious appointment as a chap- 
lain at a psychiatric hospital 
had equipped her well for 
unorthodox situations. In 
any case, she admits she 
wasn’t interested in working 
in a traditional church “in a 
sweet little village”. 

Pat describes herself as 
“a liberal Catholic with rad- 
ical tendencies”. In reality 
she exudes warmth, confi- 
dence and sound common 
sense, and a willingness to 


let go of any preconceived 
ideas of what a church 
ought to be like. The month- 
ly services at the community 
centre, for instance, are in- 
formal and planned by a 
group using a variety of 
sources. Then, on the 5th 
Sunday of each month there 
is an evening Agape (a 
sharing of bread and wine 
which is not a formal 
Eucharist) in Cooper Way, 
which brings together 
Christians of all ages and 
denominations, whether con- 
firmed or unconfirmed. It 
may cause some raised theo- 
logical eyebrows, but she is 
prepared to take that risk. 

'Building bridges 

At the heart of her minis- 
try is a belief that if the 
Church is to bring the Good 
News to ‘unchurched’ nom- 
inal Christians and to non- 
Christians, it must build 
bridges and speak in a langu- 
age and style which is appro- 
riate for ‘where they are’, 
o she doesn’t wear robes, 
her ‘sermons’ are often 
simple stories, and she ref- 


Parish: Part of the Local Ecumenical 
Project (LEP) of Upton-cum- 
Chalvey in the Burnham Deanery. 
Clergy: The Revd Pat Thomas is a 
member of the LEP team and with 
their support is responsible for the 
Windsor Meadows area on the out- 
skirts of Slough. Once a month a 
guest minister from one or other of 
the churches in the LEP comes to 
take Holy Communion. The form of 
service then will depend on the 
denomination of the visitor. 

History: The Mustard Seed Church 
started from scratch two years ago 
when Pat Thomas came to live in 
the Windsor Meadows area on the 
edge of Slough with the brief “to go 
and live there and see what hap- 
pens”. There was no church in the 
area. Now her ‘church’ consists of a 
small modern house at 9 Cooper 
Way adjoining her home at number 


11. The house was blessed and 
dedicated in February 1990 and 
licensed by the Bishop of Bucking- 
ham as a place of worship in April 
of the same year. 

Sunday Services: 1st Sunday — 3pm 
Children’s Worship; 2nd Sunday — 
10am Adult Worship; 3rd Sunday — 
10am All-age Worship; 4th Sunday 
— 10am Study/Discussion; 5th Sun- 
day — 8pm Shalom Worship. All 
services are held at 9 Cooper Way 
except the All-Age Worship which 
takes place in a local Community 
Centre. 

Worship: ‘Creative worship’ with no 
set form planned by a group. Langu- 
age and themes are used which 
make God real’. Variety of sources, 
especially the Iona Community Wor- 
ship Book. Pat Thomas’s husband 



Magazine: Bi-monthly Mustard Seed 
Newsletter. 

Other activities: A group will follow 
the Lent course. Pat and members 
of the Mustard Seed Church are 
involved in or have initiated a 
number of community schemes. The 
Roots Club for mothers/minders 
/carers at home with young children 
started at 9 Cooper Way. It now has 
290 members, and is based in the 
new Community Centre. Pat with 
Tracey Le Rendu was involved in 
the formation of the Weekes Drive 
Neighbourhood Action Committee, 
which has tackled problems such as 
the speed of traffic and access to 
local shops for disabled people. She 
was involved in the setting up of a 
holiday playscheme, and also acts as 
a professional counsellor to the local 
doctor’s practice. 



Christmas for everyone at the Mustard Seed Church, 


uses to use theological jargon 
or irrelevant language. 
“Many people don’t have 
books in their homes, and 
yet we expect them to come 
to church where we immedi- 
ately present them with a 
pile of books full of mean- 
ingless phrases.” 

This down-to-earth 
approach is clearly breaking 
down barriers where nothing 
else could. “In the first 
instance, people would say: 
‘I’m not going near Pat. 
She’s a vicar,’ but now they 
have got to know her it’s 
quite different,” said one of 
her parishioners. In fact, 
everything is different about 
the Mustard Seed Church. 
If you call at 9 Cooper Way 
on a weekday morning you 
are very likely to find the 
front room littered with toys 
and toddlers, and the single 
mothers’ group in full swing. 
Founded by Denise with 
encouragement from Pat it 
includes some non-church- 
goers, and is a good example 
of the way the Mustard 
Seed is reaching out through 
its members. 

There is general agree- 
ment amongst the mothers 
that Pat is not typical of 
what they think of as ‘the 
vicar’. “At her Sunday 
school there is no preaching 
and Bible-bashing, yet in a 
gentle way the children are 
learning about Jesus. Usually 
outside a church building 
you are on your own. But 
here you are not. Pat is 
here for everyone,” Denise 
says. 


Being there for everyone 
is perhaps the secret of the 
Mustard Seed’s rapid 
growth. Pat has come to 
live among her congregation, 
not to provide instant 
answers but to encourage 
them to ask questions 
whether about their loneli- 
ness, their traffic problems 
or about Jesus, and to help 
them to meet their needs. 
She has become involved in 
a variety of projects — 
from a flourishing mother 
and toddler group to a 
neighbourhood action group. 

Welcoming everyone 

She has welcomed single 
parents and even Rastafar- 
ians to bring their children 
to be christened. “Everyone 
is welcomed into the King- 
dom of God” she said. 

The Mustard Seed Church 
is not, however, offering a 
soft option. On the contrary, 
when some parents asked 
for “something for the chil- 
dren”, on Sunday afternoon, 
Pat said she had no intention 
of looking after other peo- 
ple’s children while their 
parents watched ‘East 
Enders’, because she would 
rather watch ‘East Enders’ 
herself! Instead, she struck 
a deal with them and agreed 
to start a monthly children’s 
worship group if mothers 
and/or fathers came along 
too. 

On January 14 the Bishop 
of Oxford paid a visit to the 
Windsor Meadows project 
to see for himself what is 


happening there. The next 
move may be towards a 
larger church building, pro- 
vided the LEP can agree on 
it. But hopefully, whatever 
happens the Mustard Seed 
will never lose its freshness 
or its vision. 

It certainly won’t if Pat 
Thomas has anything to do 
with it. She asks far too 
many awkward questions: 
“What is mission here? Do 
we expect people on the 
edge to come to our posh 
churches? How do you con- 
nect with people who have 
been unemployed or whose 
homes have been reposses- 
sed? How is the Gospel 
lived and communicated?” 

Perhaps these are the 
questions we should all be 
asking ourselves at the start 
of this second year of The 
Decade of Evangelism. Are 
there any parts of our own 
village or town which the 
Church somehow passes by? 
If so what can we do about 
it? Where the Mustard Seed 
leads, do we dare to follow? 

Christine Zwart 


An open air dawn Communion at 
Easter, getting children to do the read- 
ings, and singing hymns from the 
church tower are just some of 41 ‘good 
ideas’ for churches in the countryside 
listed in RURAL TO RURAL, a very 
lively newsletter for and about churches 
in small communities. The first issue, 
introduced and commended by the Rt 
Revd Anthony Russell, Bishop of 
Dorchester, is packed with information 
about village appraisals, worship develop- 
ment, caring, farming, diary dates. It 
brings together the work of Barbara 
Doubtfire, Parish Development Officer 
for Oxfordshire and the Revd Glyn 
Evans, the Bishop’s Rural Chaplain. 
Copies are available from Barbara 
Doubtfire, 0993 812095. Send copy for 
the next issue to: 6 Meadow Walk, 
Woodstock, 0X20 1NR. 


lightpath 

Worldwide Travel Services 

62 Park Lane, Poynton, Cheshire SKI 2 IRE 
Tel: 0625 859515 Fax: 0625 850514 


FARESAVERS: 

NEW ZEALAND 

AUSTRALIA 

USA 

S AFRICA 
CANADA 


L0NGSTAY FARESAVERS SUMMER ’92: 


from £615 
from £549 
from £199 
from £579 
from £199 


CANARIES 

MALAGA 

FARO 

PALMA 

ALICANTE 

ATHENS 


from £95 
from £85 
from £79 
from £79 
from £79 
from £95 


MANY MORE DESTINATIONS AVAILABLE 
So whatever your travel needs call us NOW on: 

0625 859515 




Serious, yet preventable diseases can 
still be a threat in many common 
travel destinations. If you are 
planning an overseas trip soon, 
make sure you take steps to protect 
your health before you travel. 


For convelflEnt and immediate 
healthcare information, malaria advice, 
and any immunisation you may need, 
visit your local British Airways Travel 
Clinic. 

FOR YOUR LOCAL CLINIC CALL 


0753 602244 


Heritage Healthcare, The Pavilion Clinic 
Plough Lane, Stoke Poges, Bucks SL2 4JW 



LY8 

ACS 


SPECIALISTS IN TRAVEL 
IMMUNISATION 



15 years of commuting 
10 years of successful career 
15 years of beautiful sunny days 
20 years of saying the right thing at the 
right time 

Experience shows, 
but it doesn’t have to 

Laugh lines. Crow’s-feet. Wrinkles. No matter what you 
call them, they all mean the same thing — ageing of the 
skin. We offer a number of non-surgical medical procedures 
that can minimize the effects of time, and make lines and 
wrinkles almost unnoticeable. Call today to arrange a 
personal consultation with our Doctors. After all, not all of 
your experience needs to show. 

Heritage Healthcare 

at the Pavilion Clinic 
Plough Lane, Stoke Poges, Bucks SL2 4 JW 
S 0753 662244 


PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS... 


POST CODE TEL NO 
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FEBRUARY 

Fri Jan 31-Thurs Feb 6 OXFORD. 

A Celebration of Candlemas at St 
Giles’ Church. ‘The Light Within’ is 
a display of ceramic sculptures for 
candlelight by Francine Plunkett. 
Weekdays 12-2pm, weekends 2-5pm. 
31 Jan 10pm Sung compline by 
candlelight. Feb 3, 4 & 5, 6pm 
Early evening candlelit worship. 
Details: 08675 2498. 

Sun 2 OXFORD. Oxford Suzuki 
Group in concert at St Giles’ Church. 
3pm. Details: 08675 2498. 

Tues 4 OXFORD. University Angli- 
can Society meeting. Bishop Ronald 
Gordon: Cantuar 20th Century Oc- 
tet. 8pm, Old Library. 

Thurs 6 AYLESBURY. Lunchtime 
music at St Mary’s Church. Marian 
Pivka, piano. 12. 45-1. 25pm. £2, 
cone. £1. 

Thurs 6 LONDON. ‘Common Prayer- 
Old & New’. A day of consultation 
with representatives from the literary 
& political world to discuss the ideal 
Common Prayer and the place of 
the Prayer Book in the Church of 
England. Participants include Frank 
Field, MP & Baroness James of 
Holland Park. £20. Details & to 
book: PRAXIS, 19 Maunsel St, 
London SW1 2QN. 

Sat 8-Thurs 20 OXFORD. An exhibi- 
tion of watercolours by Juliette 
Edwards. St Giles’ Church. Week- 
days 12-2pm, weekends 2-5pm. 
Details: 08675 2498. 

Mon 10-Thurs 13 OXFORD. Univer- 
sity Mission ‘Healing in a Broken 
World’. In University Church: Mon 
10, 8.30pm, Opening Service with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
preaching. In the Examination 
Schools: Feb 11, 8.30pm ‘Healing 
Broken People’, Sheila Cassidy; Feb 
12, 8.30pm ‘Healing the Broken’, 
Jean Vanier; Feb 13, 5pm A God 
for a Broken World’ a discussion 
with Sheila Cassidy & Jean Vanier. 
Details: 0865 243806. 

Wed 12 LONDON. Scheme for 
professional development’ the launch 
of a new scheme for those using 
experience-based education. Spon- 
sored by the Church of England 
General Synod Board of Education. 
Details: Mrs Y Craig, Mrs H Ineson 
or Miss G Williams, Adult Education 
Department, Church House, Great 
Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ. 
Wed 12 OXFORD, inspector Morse’ 
a talk by author Colin Dexter. 12.30 
for 1pm, St Giles’ Church. Details: 
08675 2498. 

Wed 12 BUCKINGHAM. Communi- 
cating the Gospel’. The first of two 
evenings for people who attended 
this course over a year ago and for 
others concerned to communicate 
the Gospel. The first evening will be 
sharing and listening and catching 
up on what has happened since the 
first course. At the second, on Tues 
Feb 25, the Revd David Winter will 
respond and guide you on to the 
second year of the Decade of 
Evangelism. 8-9. 30pm Page Hill 
School, Buckingham. £4, book by 
Feb 5 please with the Revd Judy 
Rees, 15 Weston Road, Great 
Horwood, Bucks MK17 0QR, 029671 
3603. 

Thurs 13 AYLESBURY. Lunchtime 
music at St Mary’s Church with 
students from the Royal Academy 
of Music. 12. 45-1. 25pm. £2, cone. 
£ 1 . 

Thurs 13 MILTON KEYNES. Lent 
1992 Group Leader Preparation. 
8pm New City Church. £3. Details: 
0908 662092. 

Sat 15 STOKE POGES. Lent 1992 
Group Leader Preparation. 12noon- 
3.30pm St Andrew’s Church. 8pm 
New City Church. 0753 525935. 


WHAT’S ON 


Sat 15 OXFORD. Called or Collared’ 
— serving God in today’s world. A 
chance to explore Christian ministry, 
with a panel of speakers, an informal 
exchange and time for reflection 
and discussion. Organised by the 
Oxford Vocations Network. St And- 
rew’s, Linton Road, 10am-4pm. 
Details from the Revd Christopher 
Hewetson, 0865 62931. 

Mon 17 OXFORD. ‘Christianity & 
the Arts’. The last of three lec- 
ture/seminars. Margarita Stocker, St 
Hilda’s College, looks at the work 
of John le Carre. 8pm, the Old 
Library, University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. 

Tues 18 RADLEY, Oxon. Lent 1992 
Group Leader Preparation. 7.30- 
9.30pm Radley Church Room. 
Details: 0734 353407. 

Tues 18 OXFORD. University Angli- 
can Society meeting. Dr William 
Pickering on a new approach to 
Anglicanism. 8pm, Old Library, Uni- 
versity Church of St Mary the 
Virgin. 

Wed 19 WANTAGE. Healing Ser- 
vice. Eucharist with laying on of 
hands. 8pm Parish Church of St 
Peter & Paul. Details: 02357 2829. 

Wed 19 OXFORD. Christians & 
Jews in Russia Today’, Jane Ellis, 
Snr Researcher, Keston Research. 
Oxford Council for Christians & 
Jews meeting, 8pm, Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road. Details: 
Paulette Grant 0865 778595. 

Thurs 20 CAVERSHAM, nr Read- 
ing. Lent 1992 Group Leader Prep- 
aration. 8- 10pm Caversham Baptist 
Church. Details: 0734 353407. 

Thurs 20 AYLESBURY. Lunchtime 
music at St Mary’s Church with 
Sophie Barber, violin & Zoe Solo- 
mon, piano. 12.45-1. 25pm. £2, cone. 
£1. 

Sat 22 CHESHAM. Music at Emman- 
uel Church. Nota Bene with Susan 
Bishop, clarinet, Eileen Ashmead, 
cello, Val Hutton, piano. ‘East 
Meets West’ featuring music by 
Mozart, Brahms, Dvorak, Faure, 
Vaughan Williams, Bartok & 
Lutoslawski; 8pm at Emmanuel 
Church, Broad Street. £5, cone. £3, 
children 50p from Marjorie Davies, 
0494 783034, Perfect Pitch, The 
Broadway, Chesham or Record 
House, Sycamore Road, Amersham. 
Sat 22-Thurs Mar 5 OXFORD. 
‘Love & Light’ an exhibition by 
local artist Jean Jael. St Giles' 
Church, weekdays 12-2pm, weekends 
2-5pm. Details: 08675 2498. 

Sun 23 WOLVERCOTE, Oxford. 
Songs of Praise in the ecumenical 
parish of Wolvercote & 
Summertown. 6pm St Peter’s 
Church, First Turn. Everyone 
welcome. 

Tues 25 OXFORD. University Angli- 
can Society meeting. Dr Michael 
Jackson examines the place of the 
Church of Ireland within 
Anglicanism today; 8pm, Old Li- 
brary, University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. 

Tues 25 BUCKINGHAM. Communi 
eating the Gospel’. The second of 
two evenings. See Feb 12 above. 

Wed 26 OXFORD. Preparing Adults 
for Confirmation. Come & learn 
about the Catechumenate. 6.30pm, 
buffet supper, meeting from 7.45- 
9.30pm at Church House, Oxford. 
Details: Dept of Parish Resources, 
Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford, 0865 244566. 

Wed 26 OXFORD. Oxford Project 
for Peace Studies lecture ‘Teaching 
Controversial Issues’, Prof. Richard 
Pring of the Dept of Education, 


University of Oxford. 8.15pm, Sem- 
inar Room, St Anthony’s College. 
Free to anyone interested in the 
future of peace studies. Details: The 
Hon. Director, OPPS, Belsyre 
Court, 57 Woodstock Road, Oxford. 
Thurs 27 AYLESBURY. Lunchtime 
music at St Mary’s Church with the 
Aylesbury Music Centre Senior 
String Quartet. 12.45-1. 25pm. £2, 
cone. £1. 

Fri 28/Sat 29 SLOUGH. Joseph & 
the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat’ 7.30pm, St Mary’s 
Church. Free with retiring collection. 
Details: Lucy Smith 0753 573857. 

Fri 28 FINGEST. Laying on of 
hands and Anointing of Holy Com- 
munion. 10.15am St Bartholomew’s. 
Thurs 28-Sat 1 Mar BIRMINGHAM. 
‘Christ’s Power to Heal' a Maranatha 
Weekend during which Christians of 
all denominations will examine ways 
Christ heals today and examine 
every aspect of the Christian healing 
ministry. £36. Details: Miss J Corn- 
ish, 16 Glendyke Road, Liverpool, 
L18 6JR, 051 724 1235 or 061 748 
4858. 

Sat 29 DORCHESTER ON 
THAMES. The Treorchy Male Voice 
Choir sing a St David’s programme 
in Dorchester Abbey. A celebration 
concert for the Cholsey & 
Wallingford Railway Preservation 
Society to celebrate 100 years of 
Cholsey Station; 8pm, hot drinks 
from 7pm. Tickets £6 & £4 from 
Alan Longstaffe, PO Box 16, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 0NF. 
Please send sae, cheques to CWRPS. 
Sat 29 LONDON. ‘Forming New 
Believers’ a practical day for parish 
clergy & lay readers led by Malcolm 
Grundy & Michael Vasey. Run by 
PRAXIS. £10, bring lunch. For 
details & to book: PRAXIS, 19 
Maunsel Street, Westminster, Lon- 
don SW1 2QN. 

MARCH 

Wed 4 OXFORD. ‘Benjamin Britten' 
by Humphrey Carpenter. 12.30 for 
lpm. St Giles’ Church. Details: 
08675 2498. 

Sat 7 BANBURY. ‘Saints Alive!’ a 
leaders’ training day led by Canon 
John Finney & Miss Felicity Lawson. 
9.30am-6pm, St Paul’s Church. 
Details & booking form: Saints 
Alive, St Paul’s House, Bretch Hill, 
Banbury, Oxon OX16 0LR, 0295 
264003. 

Sat 7-Thurs 19 OXFORD. Isaiah & 


other images’ paintings & drawings 
by Cicely Osmond Smith. St Giles’ 
Church. Weekdays l2-2pm, week- 
ends 2-5pm. Details: 08675 2498. 
Thurs 12 OXFORD. ‘Patterns of 
Spiritual Direction Today’ a SPI- 
DIR conference postponed from 
1991. Led by Gordon Jeff author 
and Dorothy Nicholson. £4.50. 
Details & to book: Annette Nixon, 
17 Wallace Close, Woodley, Read- 
ing, Berks RG5 3HW, 0734 669116. 
Fri 13 NEWPORT PAGNELL. 
‘Cavalier Moulsoe & Roundhead 
England' a talk by Marilyn Lewis 
with music from Spectrum Brass & 
the Newport Pagnell Parish Church 
Choir followed by supper. 7.45pm 
Moulsoe Church. Tickets £6 from 
Sister Jean Harris, 11 Thames Drive, 
Newport Pagnell, Bucks MK16 9DS. 
Fri 13-Sun 15 WALSINGHAM. 
‘Healing in the Context of the 
Euchanst’. A Family Tree Confer- 
ence at the Holy House of Our 
Lady of Walsingham. Speakers: Dr 
Kenneth McAU, Sheila Richards, 
the Revd Neil Broadbent, Steven 
Kyle. £58. Details: S W Kyle- 
Beldan, School Road, Romsey, 
Hants S051 7NY, 0794 515694. 


Tues 17 OXFORD. ‘Jews, Jesus, 
Christians & Rabbis’, Dr Martin 
Goodman, Reader in Jewish Studies. 
Oxford Council of Christians & 
Jews meeting, 8pm,* Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road. Details: 
Paulette Grant 0865 778595. 

Mon 23 LINSLADE. ‘Carers in the 
Community’ an open evening with 
Rosemary Stringer, chairman of the 
Mothers’ Union Diocesan Social 
Concern Committee and Wyn Jones, 
a Macmillan nurse. Free. Come 
with your questions. Sponsored by 
the MU in Mursley. 8pm, St Barna- 
bas Church Hall. Details: Betty 
Swabey, The Old Vicarage, 
Ivinghoe, Leighton Buzzard, Beds 
LU7 9EH. 

Sat 28 CHESHAM. Concert by the 
Aluredian Trio, Catherine Browning, 
violin, Christopher Worsey, cello, 
Annette Saunders, piano. Includes 
some Beethoven, Schumann & 
Shostakovitch. £5, cone. £3, children 
50p from Marjorie Davies, 0494 
783034, Perfect Pitch, The Broad- 
way, Chesham or Record House, 
Sycamore Road, Amersham. 

Tues 31-Thurs 2 April OXFORD. 
‘Consultancy to Groups & Teams’ a 
workshop to develop process consul- 
tancy skills. Led by Margaret Cox, 
Keith Lamdin, Rosemary Tucker. 
£75. Sponsored by the Church of 
England General Synod Board of 
Education. Details: Mrs Y Craig, 
Mrs H Ineson or Miss G Williams, 
Adult Education Department, 
Church House, Great Smith Street, 
London SW1P 3NZ. 

NOTICES 

CHRIST CHURCH PICTURE GAL- 
LERY, Oxford. The Madonna and 
Child, an exhibition to celebrate 
Christmas. On until February 26. 
Mon-Sat 10. 30am- lpm & 2-4. 30pm, 
Sun 2-5. 30pm. Free to children & 
members of the University & poly- 
technic, otherwise adults 80p. Guid- 
ed tours every Thursday 2.15-3pm. 
Entrance via Canterbury Gate & 
Oriel Square. 

SPRINGBOARD 92. The Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Assembly for 16-25 
year olds. 10-12 April, Woodrow 
High House, nr Amersham. Drama, 
worship, workshops, meditation, 
sport. £26.95. NB: the Diocesan 
Youth Adviser may be able to help 
financially, or ask your vicar or 
PCC for help to meet the cost. 
Bookings no later than March 18. 
Details & application forms: Peter 
Ball, DYA, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB, 0865 
244566. 

MYSTERIES FOR MILTON 
KEYNES. A new community pro- 
duction for the new City Church on 
Friday April 10 at 7.45pm, Good 
Friday April 17 at 7.45pm and Sat 
April 18 at 7.45pm. Part of 
‘Celebration MK’ for the 25 years of 
the City and the ten-day long 
Christian Festival. Book the date in 
your diary and bring along a church 
party. Tickets available from Febru- 
ary. In person: MK Borough Box 
Office l0-4pm, St Andrew’s Book- 
shop, Church Street, Wolverton. 
Telephone bookings MK Borough 
Box Office 0908 682682 (Visa and 
Mastercard) and Mysteries Box Of- 
fice 0908 260546. Prices £5, £4 
promenade, £3 concessions. Promot- 
ed by the MK Christian Council.' 

‘TOWARDS THE RECONCILI- 
ATION OF ALL THINGS’ is the 
fourth annual retreat for animal 
welfare. Friday May 1-Sunday 3. 
£45 full board at The Cold Ash 
Retreat Centre, The Ridge, Cold 
Ash, Thatcham, Nr Newbury, Berks 
RG16 9HU. To book send sae to 



Acting for Croatia 

Last autumn Caroline Kristoffersen of St Mary’s, 
Harpsden, near Henley, received a letter postmarked 
‘Zagreb’. It was from Tania, an ex-employee. “I truly 
hope you are fine. I couldn’t say that for myself, my 
family, my friends and all Croatian people. We live in 
fear because we don’t know what’s going to happen 
next.” 

She described the thousands of people fleeing their 
homes, the destruction, the shortage of food, and the 
killing. Then she asked a favour. “Maybe you could 
organise an action of collecting money for children in 
Croatia . . . Believe me, Croatian children are really 
desperate for help.” 

Caroline, of course, couldn’t refuse. The result was 
‘One Solitary Life’, a musical Advent play of dramatised 
Bible readings for the Decade of Evangelism. Taking part 
were a live donkey and a cast of 50 drawn from churches 
of all denominations in and around Henley. It played to 
packed houses in aid of the Red Cross Appeal for 
Croatia. 


Mrs B Perridge, 8 Dukes Close, 
North Weald, Epping, Essex CM16 
6DA. 

PALM CROSSES from Zululand. 
Buy beautiful Palm Crosses made in 
Zululand for Palm Sunday, April 
12. Proceeds support the work of 
the Church in Kwa Zulu. Last year 
£16,000 was made. Crosses are £6 
per 100 and come in multiples of 50. 
Please send payment with order, 
cheques to ‘Emmanuel Church Palm 
Cross Account’ to The Revd J F A 
Knight (Palm Crosses), Emmanuel 
Shared Church, Weston Favell Cen- 
tre, Northampton, NN3 4JR. 

THE ABBEY, Sutton Courtenay 
Spring Programme includes: ‘Group 
Leadership: Are You Sitting Com- 
fortably?’ Feb 1 & 8; ‘Experiencing 
Tao’ Feb 7-9; ‘Celtic Christianity: 
Reality or Myth?’ Feb 15; ‘Praying 
for Body’ Feb 21-23; ‘Water into 
Wine’ Feb 29. For full Spring 
Programme & booking details write 
to: The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4AF. 

THE MINSTEAD COMMUNITY’S 
1992 programme includes: Youth 
Weekend Feb 21-23; Creative Writ- 
ing Weekend, Feb 28-Mar 1; Circle 
Dancing & Taize, Mar 6-8; Easter 
House Party, Apr 16-19. Full details 
from: Sue Wiggans, House Guard- 
ian, Minstead Lodge, Minstead, 
Lyndhurst, Hants S043 7FT, 0703 
812297. Book early. 


MUSIC IN WORSHIP TRUST plans 
a performance of Roger Jones’ 
musical ‘Mary Magdalene’, Oxford 
Town Hall, April 14. Rehearsals on 
Mon. eves starting Feb 3 at St 
Clements Family Centre. Book to 
see it or come and sing! ‘Stepping 
Up, Stepping Out’ is a short course 
on aspects of worship. Six Monday 
eves AND 1 SATURDAY from Jan 
27 at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. £18 for 
6 sessions. Details of these and 
other events: Martin & Barbara 
Cox, 17 Long Lane, Littlemore, 
Oxford OX4 3TN, 0865 774254. 

STOP PRESS 

Mon Feb 10 READING. Parables of 
the Kingdom’. A service of music 
and readings including music from 
Taize, 7.45pm All Saints Church, 
Downshire Square. Details: 0734 
504212. 

Sat Feb 15 AYLESBURY. Serenade 
& Songs & Supper’. Songs by 
Doctor’s Orders: Elizabeth Molloy, 
flute, Hugh Molloy, piano, 7.30pm 
St Mary’s Church. £6 inc. supper. 
Tickets from Record House, Ayles- 
bury or St Mary’s Coffee Shop and 
on the door. 

Mon March 9 OXFORD. Arts and 
the Sacred’, first of series of Lent 
Groups organised by North Oxford 
Council of Churches. Details Carolyn 
Llewelyn, 53 Blenheim Drive, Ox- 
ford 0X2 8DL. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58 B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 




It was ironic, with European politics dominating our news 
media in the West, that an ambitious TV programme should 
have been screened over the same period called ‘The Birth 
of Europe’. 

It was not concerned with political growth but with the 
slow stages by which Europe developed from its neolithic 
origins to becoming one of the most heavily industrialised 
areas in the world — all this made possible by the discovery 
and use of energy resources locked up in the earth from 
time immemorial. The sting was in the tail. If I heard him 
correctly, the commentator delivered himself, in the most 
matter-of-fact terms, of the opinion that one energy source 
— oil — would last, at the present rate of consumption, for 
little more than 45 years. 

Can this be true? And if so, what are the consequences of 
believing it? We have been battered over the last few 
months with arguments for and against membership of 
Europe. We have been introduced to financial, commercial 
and political subtleties I am unable to compass. But it does 
not take much imagination to appreciate the consequences of 
oil shortage in our oil-driven civilisation, which depends at 
every turn on the stored-up resources from the geological 


Of course, the 45 years might stretch to 145 years or 245 
years, or there could be another energy resource waiting to 
be discovered. But the writing is on the wall for those who 
are wilting to read it. 

The programme was a reminder of how much we take for 
granted the stunning discoveries which separate us from the 
neolithic age. There is a limit to what the earth can provide, 
and what human ingenuity can contrive. Catastrophic 
change may not be so distant as we might like to suppose. 
Our only assurance as Christians is that ‘God has the whole 
world in His hands’. Without that assurance I would be 
fearful indeed of what might happen the yonder side of 
Maastricht. Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the 
author of many books. He lives near P — 



ELLESBOROUGH MANOR 


neip 

us? 


Clergy pensioners at the Church of 
Pensions Board's residential home near 


Ellesborough Manor, situated between Wendover and Princes 
Risborough is home to 20 pensioners of the Church of England, 
and is one of 8 residential and nursing homes administered by 
the Pensions Board for its more elderly pensioners. 


The Manor stands on a dangerous bend which makes crossing 
the road very hazardous, even to the able-bodied, and is 
particularly dangerous for the elderly and less mobile. It is 
hoped that, with the construction of a footpath adjacent to the 
road, worries about crossing can be alleviated. 

But the cost of the footpath will be about £2,000. Although the 
local council has agreed to maintain the path, this amount will 
have to be raised by the Pensions Board before work can begin. 
As the Board receives no support from central church funds for 
this aspect of its work, an appeal has been launched to raise the 
£2,000 needed. 


PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY 
YOU CAN 

Your donation will help us to ensure the safety and peace of 
mind of those at Ellesborough, now and in the years to come. 

THANK YOU 


The Secretary 

The Church of England Pensions Board (Footpath Appeal) 
7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 
Reg charity 236627 




